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October 10, 1989 

City of Freeport Administration 
128 East 4th Street 
Freeport, Texas 77541 

Dear Sirs: 

We are bringing a continuous problem to your attention which we 
have complained about for several years. 

The subject matter is the operation of Fish Engineering and 
Hercules Off-Shore Drilling Company. 

I'Je have enclosed a letter dated October 5, 1989 to that Company. 

In general our complaints have been the exposure to dangerous 
chemicals, exposure to sand-blasting materials, and the loud 
abusive noises. 

Each time we have complainted to the city manager, the health 
department, members of city council, alsc to iviayor Alan Faulk 
and past fviayor fviark Uanderveer we have received no response to 
curtail the operation or safe-guard the health and safety of the 
adjacent residences. 

As the October 5, 1969 
engaoed in the barge cl 
particular that the res 
gas. I called the city 
health officer to inues 
and no-one appeared fro 
back and the operator t 
ently lunch is more imp 
stigate parsons who are 
about three days later 
Texas Air Control Board 
lengthy discussion as t 
companies. At that time 
the trees tnat had died 

letter indicates the present Company is 
eaning process. There is one case in 
idents were heavily exposed to benezene 
manager and asked if he would send the 
tigate the matter. Two hours had pasted 
m the city to investigate. I then called 
old me everyone had gone to lunch; appar-
ortant to the city than to go out and inve-
being exposed to dangerour gases. Finally 

a city health officer and a menber of the 
came to the scene. At that point we had a 
o the problems we are having with these 
we again showed pictures of the leaves of 
due to chemical releases. 

Dangerous chemicals are extracted from the barges and vents are 
being opened exposing residents to gas releases. There has been 
several incidents where the barges are brought in at night and 
the hatches are being opened durning the time that the residents 
are sleeping; making us un-aware of the danger until morning. 

The continuous sand-blasting which sometimes starts a 7j30 a.m. 
till dark has caused us many problems. We are unable to open our 
windows; our automobilies have been damaged and covered with the 
over-spray. Our downstairs patio is also always filled with 
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particles of the sand-blasting. When we attempt to breath out­
doors our lungs, throat, eyes and nose are filled with the 
particles. As lue write this letter at 6}00 p.m. the sand-blasting 
is taking place. A cloud of dust can be visually seened. We are 
unable to open windouus, the high pressure screeching sound from 
the sand-blasting can be heard from the furtherest room in our 
home. 

About a month ago I requested that Mayor Alan Faulk meet me at 
my house to investigate this matter. When he visited, I showed 
him the close proximity of this business to our residences. He 
agreed that we do have a problem. I thon showed him our downstairs 
patio; and asked him to rub his hand over the thick debris on a 
table top which was filled with over-spray from the business. I 
then asked him to investigate this matter further; as to what 
remedies can be taken to curtail and cease the annoying and 
dangerous process. 

Three days past without word from iviayor Alan Faulk, I called him; 
to ask if he had finish his investigation. Ho responded that he 
had finish his investigation. He responded that he had talked to 
the city manager and city attorney and they said nothing could be 
done by the city because the city re-zoned the land to conduct 
that type of business. I told him, in the future, I wish to add on 
to my house, he said "quote" that you "Bob Casale" should straighten 
out that problem "being Hercules" before you add on to your house. 
He also told me that I should call fiHarvin Zindler from T.V. channel 
13 in Houston; to have him investigate; maybe he could do something. 

If I ever experienced deraliction of duty, from a govermental 
official this is a prime example. 

We have also mentioned about the loud abusive noise, ("lany times 
durning the operational phase of this business they bang on barges 
and the sounds are heard through-out the subdivision. 

Thfa recorded facts relate that the business location has caused 
these problems for many years. 

On April 17,1989 
planning commissi 
land in and aroun 
business in quest 
persons opposing 
and went on to re 
water-front heavy 
deliberate unconc 
knowing the dange 
made. 

the city of Freeport held a city council and 
on public hearing to re-zone several parcels of 
d the Bridge Harbor Subdivision, including the 
ion. After hearing from approximately thirty 
this zone change, the city ignored the complaints 
-zone the land from light manufacturing to 
This action to us was pure irresponsiable and 

ern for the health and safety for near-by residence; 
reus consequence and nuisance that this change 

Several times officals with the Texas Air Control Board told me 
that I should call the city of Freeport so that they could make 
an immediate investigation, I was told by city officals that the 
city did not have a qualified person to investigate. 
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As of this date uue are requesting that the city of Freeport 
contact the County Health Department for assistance, I have had 
several discussions with County Judge John Damon and he stated 
that thsir office would assist if requested by the City of Free-
port . 

Ab                        1, 1989 I met Robby Blair on the corner 
of                        . He told me that he was investigating 
that mornings complaint. I showed him the over-spray blowing over 
the city street and pointed out the loud blasting noise. I also 
told him that he should talk to the shrimper Danny Inarches working 
about two hundred feet from us, and adjacent to the barge being 
sand-blasted. He refused to go. I then went to Danny Marches and 
told him what had happen. 

In summary we wish to inform, that city officals, have a moral 
and legal responsibility to the people and have a duty to safe­
guard the safety and welfare of the citizens. 

As of this date we find no documentation where the city of Free-
port has made any attempt to safe-guard and protect the citizens 
in this case. 

We here-by notify the city officals, who were resposiable for 
the damaging zone changes and allowing the problems to occur past 
and present; that we are holding them resposiable for damanges to 
health and property in this case. 

In trust, we hope the city officals who are in-pow(3rod to act, and 
according to law; to safe-guard the citizens in this case, and 
act with deligence. 

Thank Ypu.p /) 

Bob and Stella Casale 

cc: 

fflayor Alan Fau lk 
Councilman: 
Jim Phillips 
Milan miller 
John Stanford 
Horace Owings 
Brazoria County Health Department 

Texas Air Control Board 
EPA 
Jim DOattox - Texas At t iorney Genera l 
J.E. "Buster" Brown - State Senator 
John Willy - State Representative 
Tom Delay - U.S. Representative 
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I N E E R i N O & C O 

Janiiary 2 5 , 1989 

N S T R U C T I O N , I N C . 

i RECEIVED 
\ Region 7 
j . TfiJcaa Air Control Board 

Texas Air Control Board 
6330 Hwy 290 East 
Austin, Texas 78723 

Attention: Bill Stevart, P.E. 
Executive Director 

Subject: 

Dear Sir: 

Permit Exenption X-3561 
Barge Cleaning Facility 
Freeport, Brazoria County 

Please be advised that effective January 20, 1989, Fish Engineering 
& Construction, Inc. sold the Fish Marine Yard to Hercules Offshore 
Drilling Conpany, 11381 ̂ Jeadowglen Lane, Houston, Texas 77082. The 
mailing address, telephone number and type of business will remain 
the same. 

We hereby request transfer of this registration to Hercules Offshore 
Drillir^ Coipany. Please adjust your records accordingly, and if 
additional information is desired, please contact the undersigned at 
the address indicated abo\'e. 

Sincerely, 

Tcffa Randolph 
Marine Manager 

TR/se 

c c : Mr. Hunt 
5555 West Loop, Suite 300 
Bellaire, Texas 77401 
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5555 West Loop, Suite 300
Bellaire, Texas 77401 RECEIVED
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OFFSHORE DRILLING COMPANY 

Strength through experience, equipment, know-how 

11381 Meadowglen U n e D Houston, Texas 77082 (713) 497-7934 

January 25, 1989 

Texas Air Control Board 
6330 iivvy 290 East 
Austin, Texas 78723 

r: 

RECEIVED 
Region 1 

Texas Air Control i§af^ 

u~~=» J 

Attention: Bill Ste\vart, P.E. 
Executive Director 

Sii)ject: Permit Exorption X-3561 
Barge Cleaning Facility 
Freeport, Brazoria County 

Dear Vix:. Stewart: 

As of January 20, 1989, Hercules Offshore Drilling Ccnpany acquired 
Fish Engineering & Construction, Inc. Marine Yard in Freeport, Texas. 

We hereby requesr transfer of this registration to Hercules Offshore 
Drilling Conpany and agree to the existing terras and conditions of this 
registration. 

Respectfully, 

William Coward 
President 

Wd/se 

cc: Mr. Hunt 
5555 Vfest Loop, Suite 300 
Bellaire, Texas 77401 
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HEUCyLEe 
OFFSHORE DRILLING COMPANY 

Strength through experience, equipment, know-how 
11381 Meadowglen Lane D Houston. Texas 77082 (713) 497-7934 

J 

January 25, 1989 1 RECEIVED 
Region t 

\ Texas Air Control Beard 

Texas Air Control Board j :.;. 
6330 liwy 290 East '—iL--.̂ -i=::- - ;-: ̂•:.. -::: 
Austin, Texas 78723 

Attention: Bill Ste\';art, P.E. 
Executive Director 

Subject: Permit Exenption X-3561 
Eiarge Cleaning Facility 
Freeport, Brazoria County 

Dear r/ir. Stewart: 

As of January 20, 1989, Hercules Offshore Drilling Cosipany acquired 
~Fish Engineering & Construction, Inc. Marine Yard in Freeport, Texas. 

We hereby request transfer of this registration to Hercules Offshore 
Drilling Conpany and agree to the existing terms and conditions of this 
registration. 

Respectfully, 

William Coward 
President -^ 

WC/se 

cc: Mr. Hunt 
5555 ;fest Loop, Suite 300 
Bellaire, Texas 77401 
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HEUCULES 
OFFSHORE DRILLING COMRANY 

Strength through experience, equipment, know-how 

11381 Meadowglen Lane D Houston. Texas 77082 (713) 497-7934 

January 25, 1989 

Texas Air Control Board 
6330 h\vy 290 East 
Austin, Texas 78723 

Attention; Bill Ste\̂ rart, P.E. 
Executive Director 

RECEIVED i 
i 'JJOI SSS11983 I 

Toxas Air Control Bourtl 

Subject: Permit Exenption X-3561 
Darge Cleaning Facility 
Freeport, Brazoria County 

Dear Kar. Stevs'ort: 

_As of January 20, 1989, Hercules Offshore Drilling Company acquired 
"Fish Engineering & Construction, Inc. Marine Yard in Preeport, Texas. 

Vte hereby request transfer of this reqistration to Hercules Offshore 
Drilling Ccm̂ >any and agree to the existing terms and conditions of this 
registration. 

Respectfully, 

c r c , c <• 
V»illiam Coward 
President 
IC/se 

cc : Mr. Hunt 
5555 VJest Loop, Suite 300 
Bellaire, Texas 77401 
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Region 7 
Texas Air Control Board 

i i - - K''^-^,^kf(f.''~'T^'. "•?' 

i - r . W i n i^;; ' Cower 

HtriC'iLES G-rSHORS Oî ILLI-vG COrlPAMY 

ciustQ-i, T^xd'^ 77082 

He: Lnanoe nf :v:nersnip 
PtTi'.it Ho. X-135o] 

Fre;^i>orts BroZoria Catii-ty 
Account K> No. BL-011'wV 

OF;=ir Kr. {'.v^unfA: 

Wo a|.?;>recidt« yeinq infar;^ec; tnat ^lercule'^ Offshore Dr i l l i - ' j c Co.'p-'-iy i*; 
tn^: nev owner of the referenced f a c i l t t y which was previously owned •o'^ 
Fisn EnqineerinQ and Construct ion, Incorporated. Our f i l e s hav-:? D'̂ sn 
isptiated to indicate t l iSt t-se ch^nngf: of nwnershio isss occurrco. 

We ufidftrstand th^ t there w i l l tve no chanut: in VV.Q. type of po l lu tants 
e:=^itti:c; and no ifrcrc^se in the quant i ty of !2;i:issio«s. You are ren.indeci 
that the f a c i l i t y Jr4ust be in CO;T;»1 i^ftce ^^itj> a l l Hules and Regulations of 
the Texas A i r Control Board anc the requirenients of t h i s penait exe'::iption 
at a l l t imes, 

i • 

Thonh yo'-' fo r th i s inforw;»tion and fo r your co^'f";iti:5ent tc comply. Your 
cooi'eration ond in teres t in i5ir Crollution coRtrol are apor^clstet i . 

Lau'rence g , Pewi t t , P.E. 
Oirectop^ Per*?<its D iv is ion 

cc: \ / l r . Herbert W. Wil l laras, J r . , K:i5gior,$l D i rec tor , Hoi.jstori 
LGO D. CGonr^en, H.D., D i rec to r , Brazoria County Health Pep^rtsv^nt, 

: :::,-,Anqletofi.-v-
t^r. to,-? Raiidolph, Fish €ns1neerirjg and Construct ion, Incorporsted, 

HoUStO!"! 

000473 
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fB 14«S9 RECEIVED 
Region 7 

•; Toxss Air Control Board 

fi>-?»-.-»i-e«I*t"'--.'r, 

Hh';C'iLES n-rSHORc aisILLI-vG COMPAQV 
1 i3i .H •• ' 'rr ' 'O;.0"l !,';•) L'^HC 

i s l o? ; , Ti-VKos 77n£-2 

•^(v: L; ia'10i^ rier?;;n;; 
Pr'r:<,it l i " . K-1S5n1 

\••C'•:\^}'^v\., Br-uoria Coui;ty 

<:'.' au;)ro':'i^to oeinq (Rfori^ec that f-lercsne'i OiTshor:? i J r i l l i ne Co.uiflnv in 
tM?-' r\<?Y ':i'^m<?:r of the referenced f a c i l i t y w^iich was oreviously owneij by 
''r\%:\ nnc;i;"ir?<:rinq and Construct ion, IncorDordt^i:!. Oiir f i l ^ s havr̂  Of?':̂ ''! 
iipi.;dtP'J to indicate t i ja t tMe ch^^ncft of ownershio uss occurr«}c?. 

We utK'ftrstana th^ t there v / i l l be no chor.nue in ti:-,^ type of pollutcsnts 
e-'itrfs'I an<- no increasfi in thf; guant i ty of !2:!:is.5ior,s. You are reii^indec 
t ' lat ihe f a c i l i t y inust i)e in co:T;r>liar'ic«? ^vith a i l iiulcif's and Regulations of 
tho Tc-xas A i r Control Board and the requirernents of th is pero i t exeription 
at a l l t i nes . 

Thank you fo r th i s inforiMatlon ^K'A fo r your co-r!it:-.ent tc comply. Your 
r.uoi>'>ration anc.! in terest in j i i r po l lu t ion control arr;- Apt>riv:ifltcc'. 

OR'ilJfl:'s(G*BY 
LLPSIIfln ,, 

La.reiKe F, Pewit t , P.E. 
vivectot/. Pen-its Div is ion 

cc: \ / l r . Herbert W. Vi i l l iafss, J r . , Ri^qior.al Di rector , Hon^iton 
LGO I.i. 0'Gorr;;dn, H.D., IVirector, Brazoria County Health Ds-parn^ent, 

Anqleton 
Mr. To;̂  Randolpfi, Flsi i Engineering and Construction, Incorporated, 

Houston 

onooio 



VIOLATION DVIOLATIO ^ FOLLOWUP X^ /P 

ta^ _ Add 
*C^ Change 
I I Delete 

INVESnGftTICN/VICtjKnaN P M M 
(BOLDFACED ITEMS ARE REQUIRED) 

DISTRIBUTION 
Blue - Region/Local ^ 
Canary - Data Entry/Region | 
Pink - Investigator/Data Entry 

Acxxxmt Nunber BLr^^L^JH Acoc^jrt: Name: f^/sA <^C^i^<^f-^^y:i^^-'r--/^^^ 
Date of I n v ^ t i g a t i o n ( a s MMDOXY) Cj^^§^£'^ Off Hours (Y o r N) ^ ^ ^ 
I n v e s t i g a t o r S t a f f code L:^^^^^X P e l ^ t T s ) : _^ ^ 

\ Pr imary I n v e s t i g a t o r J u r i s o o d e cy_2^ Other J u r i s c o d e 1 O t h e r JuriscxDde 2 \/_ 
S i t e Name/Location: T~>^•<-f/O c r- i~ / ^'^^••c^^ /^-^ t^au / fj- <^/^ F^jsr/h^tr/I ^ 
Person Contac ted/Phone: yy} f CkSV 1^/N^R / ^ ZL f — ; ^ ^ 2 . V 

I n v e s t i g a t i o n JSbJoiiex^ ^S_^S^y''^-f^^/^\Related Previous I n v e s t i g a t i o n Number _ 
Federa l Program (Y o r N ) : NSPS_;j;'Z'«EaiAP_^n^^tuation Nuraber_ _ (COMPLIANCE DIV. C*ILY) 

• i n v e s t i g a t i o n Type ^ Z / ^ ^ I n - e a u s e I n v e s t i g a t i o n (Y o r N) ^ " E P N 
Oonment prT/^ /^^ i^j ^ ^ J^ r o / / ^^^ / — S ^ ^ /\^<y-r ^ — "jr .'^T^ 

o u^y «. 

* * * FOR REOORDING REVIEWS OF OOMPANY-SUBMITTED REPORTS ONLY * * * 
Date Test Conducted (as ̂ MDDYY) Date Report Received (as MMDDYY) 

Analysis Review Results (C,N,U) Pennit(s): ^ ^ Retest Required? 

Investigation Mixiber _ 
Federal Program (Y orl^T: 

O "Investigation Type 
NSPS 

Rela ted Previous I n v e s t i g a t i o n Number 
NESHAP S i t u a t i o n Number (COMPLIANCE DIV. CM^Y) 

InrHouse I n v e s t i g a t i o n (Y o r N) " • • • • i EHsf 
CoTTment 

Investigation CbniDer ' Local Ordinance (Y or N) ^ 
Violation Nuniaer (CBWSIGES/DELBEES ONLY) Situatiai Number (OOMPLIAI^IE DIV. ONLY) 
Cause/Description (COMPLIANCE DIV. CNLY) 
Rule Violated Gontamcode 

Fill in the FolloMing Applicable Items: 
Permit Nuriber Permit Provision 
Board Order Number Court Order Number CFR Part 

*FIN Involved Facility Name (opticxialT -
Violation Type _ (CXHerical, liH*xi-Clerical, I=Iiniri.nent Danger) 
Date NOV Sent (as MffiCVY) 
Date NOV Received (as MMODYY) (DEFAULTS TO 5 DAYS AFTER DATE NOV SENT) 

Investigation Nuniser Local Ordinance (Y or N) _ 
Violation lumber (CBANGES/CBLflES CMLY) Situaticxi Number (COMPLIANCE DIV. CNLY) 
Cause/Descripticai (COMPLIANCE DIV. CNLY) 
Rule Violated Gontamcode 

Fill in the Fbllowing Afiplicable Items: 
Permit Nuriber Permit Provision 
Board Order Number ~ ~ Court Order Number ~ ~^ ZZ ~ ~ ^-^ Part 

*FIN Involved Facility Name (optionalj _____̂  
Violation Type _ (OClericsal, »=tifc)n-Clerical, I=Imminiait Danger) 
Date HQV Seit (as MMCCVY) 
Date NOV Received (as MMDDYY) (DEFAULTS TO 5 DAYS AFTER DATE NOV SENT) 

•SEE BACK FCR VALID OCXDES AND INVESTIGATICN TYPE CODES MATRIX 
• 'EPN REQUIRED FOR INVESTIGATIOSI TYPES INDICATED OtSf BACK WITH AN * 
*FIN REQUIRED FOR VOC VIOLATICNS AS INDICATED V7ITH A + IN THE USER'S MANUAL RULE TABLE 

Investigator Signature: 

Approved By: 

Screen ID: IVl, IVIl, VLL 

/<:2f^ '^?7^2>ty^^ Date: 

Date: 

Page [_ of ages 
11 

3 ^ <S^1 
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sy/U^ ^ ' ^ ^ i . . ^ £..r-^^ .^-n^-*T- /^j-i^^-^^ ^^-^n^e^^^^ <::?i.*rr,--z. 

/.cr'^^-^^ ^.-^^^^^^^ ,tfvc~<iii^<xr7^-*- ; , . ^ L ^ - / » - z^r^^^Cif^ 

:?ii^^^u^^>/^^^^^ j^y^-^^ 000407 
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;. P VIOLATION DVIOLATIOr' FOLLOWUP J) 
T ? \ ^ DISTRIBUTION: < ^ ^ ^ 
^ e S Add INVESTIGaVnCW/VIOSAnON POBM Blue - Region/Local E t ^ a m 
I 1 C h a n g e (BOLDFACED I T E 2 ^ ARE REQUIRED) Canary - Data Entry/Region 
r~~I IV>1 «:»h^ ^^^ ' I'lvsstigator/Data Entry 

Aooount Nunber ^ _ ^ ^/l.'?. f^^cxxxtnt Name: [^-€ ^^i//f^ d^ ^/'yr^/'T^/^C^ ^ 
Date of I n v e s t i g a t i o n Tas BMXttY) <2'^HL^^?-=^^ Off Hours (Y o r N) ' 
I n v e s t i g a t o r S t a f f code l^f^jPZ^/ Permit ( s ) : 

[ Pr imary I n v e s t i g a t o r JurTsoode ^^_0Other J u r i s c o d e 1 O the r JuriscxDde 2 _y_ 
S i t e Name/Locatica:i 
Person Gontac ted /Phoie : , y ^ f C/t./^y p^X>^/^ /^ tY<i^*^^ ^~^'tr J2.2.9~S2.^ 

I n v e s t i g a t i o n N u n b e r ^ ^ _ r ' ^ ^ ^ y < 9 - Re la ted Previous I n v e s t i g a t i o n Number 
Federa l Program (Y o r N) : NSPafZ^'«ESHAP^^«'^ituation Number (COMPLIANCE DIV. CftJLY) 

' I n v e s t i g a t i o n Type Cr^S<^ Inr-Hause I n v e s t i g a t i o n (Y o r N) _ ••EHSI 

* * * FOR RECORDING REVIEWS OF COMPANY-SUBMITTED REPORTS ONLY * * * 
Date Tes t Ccxiduoted (as MMDDYY) Date Report Received ( a s MyDDDYY) 

Analys is Review R e s u l t s (C,N,U) P e r m i t ( s ) : R e t e s t Required? 

I n v e s t i g a t i o n Ncniser _ _ Re la ted Previous I n v e s t i g a t i o n Number 
Federa l Program (Y or"~NT: N S K T •~NESHAP_ S i t u a t i o n Noiiber (COMPLIANCE DIV. OsILY) 

3 ' I n v e s t i g a t i o n Type I n ^ o u s e I n v e s t i g a t i o n (Y o r N) _ '"'JERJ 
Ccrnment 

I n v e s t i g a t i o n liUnber Local Ord inance (Y o r N) '2_ 
V i o l a t i o n Nuniaer (CHMias/raiiEIES ONLY) S i t u a t i o n Nurrber (COMPLIANCE DIV. ONLY) 
Cause /Descr ip t ion (COMPLIANCE DIV. CNLY) 
Rule V i o l a t e d Contamcode 

F i l l i n t h e Fol lowing iVpplicaible I t e m s : 
Permit Niitiber Pe rmi t P rov i s ion 
Board Order Number Coturt Order Number CFR P a r t 

*FIN Involved F a c i l i t y Name (opticxial) ____^ 
V i o l a t i o n Type _ ( O C l e r i c a l , ENdon-Cler ica l , I ^ Imnin^ i t Danger) 
Date NOV S a t t ( a s MMDfSY) 
Date NOV Received (as MyODYY) (DEFAULTS TO 5 DAYS AFTER DATE NOV SENT) 

I n v e s t i g a t i o n lAniser Local Ordinance (Y o r N) _ 
V i o l a t i o n Nunber (CH2VNGaBS îBE£!I£S CNLY) S i t u a t i o n Nutriber (COMPLIANCE DIV. CNLY) 
Cause/Descripticxi (COMPLIANCE DIV. CNLY) 
Rule V i o l a t e d Contamcode 

F i l l i n t h e Fol lowing A p p l i c a b l e I t e m s : 
Permit Nunber Pe rmi t P r o v i s i a i 
Board Order Number Cour t Order Number CFR P a r t 

*FIN Involved F a c i l i t y Name ( o p t i o n a l j ____^ 
V i o l a t i o n Type _ ( O C l e r i c a l , J H i f c a X a e r i c a l , I=ljiminiait Danger) 
Date WN S a l t ( a s MMDCVY) 
Date NOV Received ( a s lyWCDYY) (DEFAULTS TO 5 DAYS AFTER DATE NOV SENT) 

•SEE BACK FCH VALID OCDES AND INVESTIGATICW TYPE CODES MATRIX 
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ivestigator's Comments BL-0118-V 
Hercules Offshore 4/12/89 
Freeport, Brazoria County Page 3 
Investigation No. 335860A 

Subject: Complaint 078900110 was received by the Region 7 
office on April 5/ 1989/ and alleged that nuisance fumes from 
Hercules Offshore's barge cleaning operation were causing the 
complainant to have a runny nose and chest pains. Mr. Robby 
Blair/ inspector for the City of Freeport referred the 
complaint to Region 7 and accompanied me on the investigation. 

Investigative Findings: We arrived at the complainant's 
residence on April 12, 1989/ at 9:35 a.m. The complainant 
has complained on this source in the past but nuisance has 
not been confirmed. He says Hercules opens barge hatches at 
night/ allowing the fumes to drift over his home in the stable 
morning atmosphere. He requested information on Benzene from 
TACB and I referred him to Austin, Health Effects Division. 

At 9:55 a.m. we met with Mr. Mickey Tiner, manager of 
Hercules' marine division. Mr. Tiner said that Hercules does 
not open barges prior to 8:00 a.m. and showed records for the 
several day period when the complaint was received which 
appeared to verify this statement. Nuisance odor was not 
confirmed at this time. Mr. Tiner conducted a short plant 
tour and invited us to come back at any time. 

Recommendations: While I observed no nuisance odor during 
this investigation, the potential for nuisance conditions is 
present. The source of these nuisance conditions could be 
either Hercules Offshore's facility/ miscellaneous barge 
traffic/ some other as yet undetermined stationary source/ or 
any combination of the above. More complaints from this area 
are likely. I recommend 1) utilize Mr. Blair's department 
with the City of Freeport as much as possible since he can 
respond much sooner than Region 7 and may be able to give us 
some input into the problem that would be lost to us due to 
the lengthy response time for us; and 2) that Region conduct 
an SIP investigation into the entire facility. An SIP is 
important because Hercules has moved another division onto 
the existing site which conducts maintenance on offshore rigs. 
I have no evidence to indicate that it is a permitted 
facility. AlsO/ emissions from the barges are ducted into a 
landbased filtration system and may need to be included in the 
total emissions for the barge cleaning facility. Hercules is 
still a grandfathered source/ but I believe that the ducting 
and filtering of these emissions was not a part of the 
original operation. If sO/ the barge cleaning facility may 
need to be permitted. 

f^r^ 
Paul Hunt 
Environmental Quality S p e c i a l i s t 
F i l e : 04895860.wph T&E 000409 
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Investigator's Comments BL-0118-V 
Hercules Offshore 5/17/89 
Freeport, Brazoria County Page 3 
Investigation No. 335916A 

Subject; On 5/17/89 complaint 078900151 was investigated. 
The complainant complained of benzene odors in the early 
morning hours from barge cleaning activities at Hercules 
Offshore. 

Discussion: I arrived at this site at 4:00 p.m. on 5/17/89. 
Winds were from the east and southeast at 5-10 mph. I stopped 
at the complainant's residence but no one was home. I 
conducted an odor survey downwind of the Hercules facility and 
did not find any significant odors. I discussed the complaint 
with Mr. Buddy Dunn, of Hercules, who identified the 
complainant. He said that it had been company policy since 
the complainant had started complaining not to clean barges 
when there is a north wind. A northerly wind would blow odors 
in the complainant's direction. I later talked with Mr. 
Mickey Tiner, manager at Hercules, who confirmed that policy. 

Summary: I did not find nuisance odors coming from Hercules 
Offshore during this investigation. Company personnel claim 
that barges are not cleaned during northerly winds which would 
impact the complainant. 

JB-XT^ Pridd] 

Environmental Quality Specialist 
Region 7 

Filename: 05895916A.Irp 
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Irivestigator's Comments 
Hercules Offshore 
Preeport, Brazoria*County 
Investigation No. 336615A 

BL-0H8-V 
8/9/89 
Page 3 

Purpose; This investigation was conducted in response to 
complaint No. 078900250 alleging nuisance dust from 
sandblasting and a choking chemical odor caused by Hercules 
Offshore, a neighboring barge cleaning and refurbishing 

J *»a operation. The complaint was received at approximatelyji?jJ^ 
,p.m. on July 31, 1989. '"^ ^ 

tigative Findings; At approximately 10;05 a.m. on August 

sHy 

9, 1989, Dwayne Meckler and I arrived in the vicinity of the 
complainant's residence and the Hercules Offshore facility. 
Sandblasting was being conducted on a barge at the Hercules 
facility (see attached photos):̂ F=̂ The''dus't̂ *was=̂ observed leaving 
the facilitŷ ,and.«trayeling«in.A:-westerly direction towards the 
complainant's residence. The wind speed was'7-to 10 mph from 
a nor;yieastly-̂ »direction-"(45'degreesNE)i--«-A..visit was made to 
the'^complainant' s residence. At approximately i0:20 a.m. we 
arrived at the residence. The dust from the sandblasting made 
it extremely uncomfortable,for'both Dwayne and I to breath. 
Insidê 'the-*'complafnant's house it was better. I spoke with the 
complainants (husband and wife). They stated that the 
sandblasting had been going on since the previous day, only 
on that day the blasting was being done on a barge that was 
located on the west side of the facility and closer to their 
residence. The complainant said that the dust was so bad that 
they had to leave home. They stated that at this time they 
could just stay inside with the windows closed. The wind was 
from the same northeasterly wind direction. The complainants 
stated that the neighboring facility had been causing problems 
for a number of years. The problems alleged were: dust from 
sandblasting and the venting off of the chemical barges 
containing vaporous compounds (such as benzene, styrene and 
other things). The complainants were concerned that with a 

-ŝ Q(ĝ *gsai!'efe?̂ l®* on the way (which they expect to be caring for) 
that there may be danger from breathing the pollution. They 
recounted an incident that occurred about a year ago where 
styrene fumes were vented during the night while everyone was 
sleeping with the windows open. The fumes filled the house 
and everyone woke up coughing and choking. The fumes were 

, alleged to have killed a tree and other vegetation. The 
facility was taken over by Hercules about a year and a half 

A change of-ownership from Fish Engineering was submitted on 
January 25, 1989 and acknowledged by Lawrence Pewitt, 
Director, Permits Division Austin, on February 14, 1989 
(letters in regional company file). 

^.m oooof^s 



Investigator's Comments BL-0118-V 
Hercules Offshore 8/9/89 
Freeport, Brazoria Couhty Page 4 
Investigation No. 336615A 

Upon leaving the complainant's residence a coat of fine dust 
(which was not there before we entered the residence) had 
accumulated on the state car. The dust again made it 
uncomfortable for us to breath. It was 11:30 a.m. and the 
sandblasting was still going on. The wind was still from the 
northeast. 

A visit was made to the Hercules Offshore facility where we 
spoke with Jimmy Jackson, Craft Supervisor. Mr. Jackson was 
informed of the complaint against the facility. Mr. Jackson 
stated that the complaints from the neighbor (located to the 
west of the facility) were ongoing. He reported that the 
neighbor complains about everything from odors to the noise 
that a passing private boat makes, Mr. Jackson provided us 
with a tour of facility. At the middle of the facility on 
the south side there were four workers sandblasting a barge 
which created a tremendous amount of dust. I asked Mr. 
Jackson if that much sandblasting was the normal amount of 
activity. He stated that usually there are two workers but 
this job had to be finished sooner than anticipated. At 
approximately 11:50 a.m. the sandblasting stopped apparently 
because it was lunchtime. The sandblasting was observed for 
one hour and 45 minutes. I asked Mr. Jackson if he could see 
that dust was being blown towards the houses located to the 
west of the plant, could be causing a problem. He answered 
yes. I informed Mr. Jackson that we observed a significant 
amount of fine dust downwind of the sandblasting. This dust 
amounted to a nuisance and a violation of Board Rule 101.4 
and compliance was requested. 

The facility was built in the early 1950's. A TACB special 
exemption (Exemption X-3561) was issued 5/8/82 for a barge 
cleaning facility expansion by the previous owner. Pish 
Engineering, but due to economic conditions tankage increases 
did not occur and the expansion was not initiated except for 
the installation of a hot water heater. The sandblasting 
operation was grandfathered. 

During the tour, moderate odors were observed near the barge 
cleaning and gas-freeing section of the plant. No odors were 
observed off plant property, however. There was a barge 
waiting to be cleaned which had been usê t̂ ifê uiapQasatedS,ty£<iia.««:F, 
Mr. Jackson stated that they were waiting for the right wind 
direction to de-gas the barge. He said that they made the 
barges gas-free when the wind was blowing away from the 
residences. There were no means for controlling vapors from 

T&E 0000f^9 
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Investigator's Comments BL-0118-V 
Hercules Offshore 8/9/89 
Freeport, Brazoria County Page 5 
Investigation No. 336615A 

the barges. The only means of avoiding nuisance odor from the 
gas-freeing operation is noting the wind direction. Due to 
the high potential for nuisance associated with the gas-
freeing operating of the barges, sampling is recommended when 
this activity is being conducted. 

The complainants were informed of the investigative findings 
and recommendations regarding the complaint. They were also 
encouraged to contact the regional office should the 
conditions recur. 

Conclusion; Hercules Offshore Company will be issued a Notice 
of Violation for Board Rule 101.4, which consisted of nuisance 
dust from the sandblasting of a barge. This dust was in such 
concentration and duration as to adversely affect the 
breathing and to interfere with the normal use and enjoyment 
of the property of residents downwind of the sandblasting. 
No enforcement action is recommended pending receipt and 
review of a requested written response from the company. 

No nuisance odors were detected at the time of the 
investigation, however, due to the high potential for nuisance 
when the barge venting and gas-freeing operation 
is being conducted, sampling is recommended to assess health 
affects and/or hazards. 

Mary A; Knotts 
Environmental Quality Specialist 
Region 7 

Filename: 08896615.mak 
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investigator's Comments BL-0118-V 
Hercules Offshore 8/9/89 
Freeport, Brazoria'County Page 3 
Investigation No. 336615A 

Purpose; This investigation was conducted in response to 
complaint No. 078900250 alleging nuisance dust from 
sandblasting and a choking chemical odor caused by Hercules 
Offshore, a neighboring barge cleaning and refurbishing 
operation. The complaint was received at approximately ^X^ 
,p.m. on July 31, 1989. 

stiqative Findings; At approximately 10;05 a.m. on August 
9, 1989, Dwayne Meckler and I arrived in the vicinity of the 
complainant's residence and the Hercules Offshore facility. 
Sandblasting was being conducted on a barge at the Hercules 
facility (see attached photos).* The dust*was observed leaving 
the facj,J»ity-.andJtraveling,.in,a, westerly direction towards the 
complainant's residence. The wind speed was 7 to 10 mph from 
a northeastly-direction (45 degrees NE). A visit was made to 
the complainant's residence. At approximately 10:20 a.m. we 
arrived at the residence. The dust from the sandblasting made 
it extremely uncomfortable for both Dwayne and I to breath. 
Inside"*̂ he>coinprainant's house it was better. I spoke with the 
complainants (husband and wife). They stated that the 
sandblasting had been going on since the previous day, only 
on that day the blasting was being done on a barge that was 
-located on the west side of the facility and closer to tneir 
residence. The complainant said that the dust was so bad that 
they had to leave home. They stated that at this time they 
could just stay inside with the windows closed. The wind was 
from the same northeasterly wind direction. The complainants 
stated that the neighboring facility had been causing problems 
for a number of years. The problems alleged were: dust from 
sandblasting and the venting off of the chemical barges 
containing vaporous compounds (such as benzene, styrene and 
other things). The complainants were concerned that with a 
jjoyxgraWCPeĥ JlPfi' on the way (which they expect to be caring for) 
that there may be danger from breathing the pollution. They 
recounted an incident that occurred about a year ago where 
styrene fumes were vented during the night while everyone was 
sleeping with the windows open. The fumes filled the house 
and everyone woke up coughing and choking. The fumes were 
alleged to have killed a tree and other vegetation. The 
facility was taken over by Hercules about a year and a half 
ago, 

A change of ownership from Fish Engineering was submitted on 
January 25, 1989 and acknowledged by Lawrence Pewitt, 
Director, Permits Division Austin, on February 14, 1989 
(letters in regional company file). 

000411 



Investigator's Comments BL-0118-V 
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Upon leaving the complainant's residence a coat of fine dust 
(which was not there before we entered the residence) had 
accumulated on the state car. The dust again made it 
uncomfortable for us to breath. It was 11:30 a.m. and the 
sandblasting was still going on. The wind was still from the 
northeast. 

A visit was made to the Hercules Offshore facility where we 
spoke with Jimmy Jackson, Craft Supervisor. Mr. Jackson was 
informed of the complaint against the facility. Mr. Jackson 
stated that the complaints from the neighbor (located to the 
west of the facility) were ongoing. He reported that the 
neighbor complains about everything from odors to the noise 
that a passing private boat makes. Mr. Jackson provided us 
with a tour of facility. At the middle of the facility on 
the south side there were four workers sandblasting a barge 
which created a tremendous amount of dust. I asked Mr, 
Jackson if that much sandblasting was the normal amount of 
activity. He stated that usually there are two workers but 
this job had to be finished sooner than anticipated. At 
approximately 11:50 a.m. the sandblasting stopped apparently 
because it was lunchtime. The sandblasting was observed for 
one hour and 45 minutes- I asked Mr. Jackson if he could see 
that dust was being blown towards the houses located to the 
west of the plant, could be causing a problem. He answered 
yes. I informed Mr. Jackson that we observed a significant 
amount of fine dust downwind of the sandblasting. This dust 
amounted to a nuisance and a violation of Board Rule 101.4 
and compliance was requested. 

The facility was built in the early 1950's. A TACB special 
exemption (Exemption X-3561) was issued 5/8/82 for a barge 
cleaning facility expansion by the previous owner. Fish 
Engineering, but due to economic conditions tankage increases 
did not occur and the expansion was not initiated except for 
the installation of a hot water heater. The sandblasting 
operation was grandfathered. 

During the tour, moderate odors were observed near the barge 
cleaning and gas-freeing section of the plant. No odors were 
observed off plant property, however. There was a barge 
waiting to be cleaned which had been use,̂ ^̂ Jyaui»po«t3tgBbyJteftS«st 
Mr. Jackson stated that they were waiting for the right wind 
direction to de-gas the barge. He said that they made the 
barges gas-free when the wind was blowing away from the 
residences. There were no means for controlling vapors from 
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the barges. The only means of avoiding nuisance odor from the 
gas-freeing operation is noting the wind direction. Due to 
the high potential for nuisance associated with the gas-
freeing operating of the barges, sampling is recommended when 
this activity is being conducted. 

The complainants were informed of the investigative findings 
and recommendations regarding the complaint. They were also 
encouraged to contact the regional office should the 
conditions recur. 

Conclusion; Hercules Offshore Company will be issued a Notice 
of Violation for Board Rule 101.4, which consisted of nuisance 
dust from the sandblasting of a barge. This dust was in such 
•concentration and duration as to adversely affect the 
breathing and to interfere with the normal use and enjoyment 
of the property of residents downwind of the sandblasting. 
No enforcement action is recommended pending receipt and 
review of a requested written response from the company. 

No nuisance odors were detected at the time of the 
investigation, however, due to the high potential for nuisance 
when the barge venting and gas-freeing operation 
is being conducted, sampling is recommended to assess health 
affects and/or hazards. 

Mary A.' Knotts 
Environmental Quality Specialist 
Region 7 

Filename: 08896615.mak 
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Investigator's Comments BL-0118-V 
Hercules Offshore 8/9/89 
Freeport, Brazoria County Page 3 
Investigation No. 336615A 

Purpose: This investigation was conducted in response to 
complaint No. 078900250 alleging nuisance dust from 
sandblasting and a choking chemical odor caused by Hercules 
Offshore, a neighboring barge cleaning and refurbishing 
operation. The complaint was received at approximately .̂Û O 
p.m. on July 31, 1989. 

Investigative Findings; At approximately 10:05 a.m. on August 
9, 1989, Dwayne Meckler and I arrived in the vicinity of the 
complainant's residence and the Hercules Offshore facility. 
Sandblasting was being conducted on a barge at the Hercules 
facility (see attached photos). The dust was observed leaving 
the facility and traveling in a westerly direction towards the 
complainant's residence. The wind speed was 7 to 10 mph from 
a northeastly direction (45 degrees NE). A visit was made to 
the complainant's residence. At approximately 10:20 a.m. we 
arrived at the residence. The dust from the sandblasting made 
it extremely uncomfortable for both Dwayne and I to breath. 
Inside the complainant's house it was better. I spoke with the 
complainants (husband and wife). They stated that the 
sandblasting had been going on since the previous day, only 
on that day the blasting was being done on a barge that was 
located on the west side of the facility and closer to their 
residence. The complainant said that the dust was so bad that 
they had to leave home. They stated that at this time they 
could just stay inside with the windows closed. The wind was 
from the same northeasterly wind direction. The complainants 
stated that the neighboring facility had been causing problems 
for a number of years. The problems alleged were: dust from 
sandblasting and the venting off of the chemical barges 
containing vaporous compounds (such as benzer^e, styrene and 
other things). The complainants were concerned that with a 
new grandchild on the way (which they expect to be caring for) 
that there may be danger from breathing the pollution. They 
recounted an incident that occurred about a year ago where 
styrene fumes were vented during the night while everyone was 
sleeping with the windows open. The fumes filled the house 
and everyone woke up coughing and choking. The fumes were 
alleged to have killed a tree and other vegetation. The 
facility was taken over by Hercules about a year and a half 
ago. 

A change of ownership from Fish Engineering was submitted on 
January 25, 1989 and acknowledged by Lawrence Pewitt, 
Director, Permits Division Austin, on February 14, 1989 
(letters in regional company file). 
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Upon leaving the complainant's residence a coat of fine dust 
(which was not there before we entered the residence) had 
accumulated on the state car. The dust again made it 
uncomfortable for us to breath. It was 11:30 a.m. and the 
sandblasting was still going on. The wind was still from the 
northeast. 

A visit was made to the Hercules Offshore facility where we 
spoke with Jimmy Jackson, Craft Supervisor. Mr. Jackson was 
informed of the complaint against the facility. Mr. Jackson 
stated that the complaints from the neighbor (located to the 
west of the facility) were ongoing. He reported that the 
neighbor complains about everything from odors to the noise 
that a passing private boat makes. Mr. Jackson provided us 
with a tour of facility. At the middle of the facility on 
the south side there were four workers sandblasting a barge 
which created a tremendous amount of dust. I asked Mr. 
Jackson if that much sandblasting was the normal amount of 
activity. He stated that usually there are two workers but 
this job had to be finished sooner than anticipated. At 
approximately 11:50 a.m. the sandblasting stopped apparently 
because it was lunchtime. The sandblasting was observed for 
one hour and 45 minutes. I asked Mr. Jackson if he could see 
that dust was beingblown towards the houses located to the 
west of the plant, could be causing a problem. He answered 
yes. I informed Mr. Jackson that we observed a significant 
amount of fine dust downwind of the sandblasting. This dust 
amounted to a nuisance and a violation of Board Rule 101.4 
and compliance was requested. 

The facility was built in the early 1950's. A TACB special 
exemption (Exemption X-3561) was issued 5/8/82 for a barge 
cleaning facility expansion by the previous owner. Fish 
Engineering, but due to economic conditions tankage increases 
did not occur and the expansion was not initiated except for 
the installation of a hot water heater. The sandblasting 
operation was grandfathered. 

During the tour, moderate odors were observed near the barge 
cleaning and gas-freeing section of the plant. No odors were 
observed off plant property, however. There was a barge 
waiting to be cleaned which had been use to transport styrene. 
Mr. Jackson stated that they were waiting for the right wind 
direction to de-gas the barge. He said that they made the 
barges gas-free when the wind was blowing away from the 
residences. There were no means for controlling vapors from 

1^1000483 



Investigator's Comments BL-0118-V 
Hercules Offshore 8/9/89 
Freeport, Brazoria County Page 5 
Investigation No. 336615A 

the barges. The only means of avoiding nuisance odor from the 
gas-freeing operation is noting the wind direction. Due to 
the high potential for nuisance associated with the gas-
freeing operating of the barges, sampling is recommended when 
this activity is being conducted. 

The complainants were informed of the investigative findings 
and recommendations regarding the complaint. They were also 
encouraged to contact the regional office should the 
conditions recur. 

Conclusion; Hercules Offshore Company will be issued a Notice 
of Violation for Board Rule 101.4, which consisted of nuisance 
dust from the sandblasting of a barge. This dust was in such 
concentration and duration as to adversely affect the 
breathing and to interfere with the normal use and enjoyment 
of the property of residents downwind of the sandblasting. 
No enforcement action is recommended pending receipt and 
review of a requested written response from the company. 

No nuisance odors were detected at the time of the 
investigation, however, due to the high potential for nuisance 
when the barge venting and gas-freeing operation 
is being conducted, sampling is recommended to assess health 
affects and/or hazards. 

Mary A. Knotts 
Environmental Quality Specialist 
Region 7 

Filename: 08896615.mak 
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Air Quality Control Region 7 
5555 West Loop, Suite 300 
Bellaire, Texas 77401 

713/666-4964 

SEP U 1989 

CERTIFIED MAIL (P 540 376 592) 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mr. Mickey Tiner 
General Manager 
bercules Offshore Company 
Post Office Drawer 0 
Freeport, Texas 77541 

Re: Notice of Violation 
General Rule 101.4 
Account No. BL-0118-V 

Dear Mr, Tiner: 

On August 9, 1989, Ms. Mary Knotts and Mr. Dwayne Meckler of 
thi'8̂ p̂,f-4̂ i,S&5-45bjj@&v:e.d̂  of the 
Texas Clean Air Act (Act) and jJBciaifd': G 
(copies enclosed) at your barge; r̂^̂  cleaning facility 
located at 906 Marlin Street in Freeport, Brazoria County. 
The violation was noted froj^^^Qi^^i^^a!^^-4i>.t<3^:ll:-50 a.m. and 
consi8,tjed*pf-inuisancesdue? to. dust f of a 
barge. The dust was found in such concentration and such 
duration as to adversely affect the breathing and to interfere 
with the normal use and enjoyment of the property of residents 
downwind of the sandblasting. Veriaal notification of the 
violation was given to Mr. Jimmy Jackson, Craft Supervisor, 
on the above investigation date and expedient compliance was 
requested. 

The Act mandates specific enforcisflient actions with regard to 
violations of any provision of vthe Act/ or̂^̂ â or order 
of the Board.vT^ include the. issuance 
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of a board or^eraRcy'lapbaitlbn of aclininiGtratlt-o penalties 
up to $10,000 a day for each violation, or initiation of legal 
action for injunctive relief «nd/or CAVII j>er.alties of $50 to 
$25,000 for Qnch day and for each act of violation. In 
particular, tn«r Act calls for mandatory complifince orders for 
nonclerical violations continuincj thirty (30) days or paore. 
The BO'ird'e ^nforcefsent obligfltions ann rjItem-stives are .^icre 
fully explained in the encloseci "Enforcetaent Related 
Provisions of the Texaa Clean Air Act n 

Please notify this ofticc of the eircuisstancss relating to 
these violations anct your plans for achieving prouipt and 
continuous co'.upliance. Your isrittcn respon»tj should bft 
s?JibiTiittec vathin teji (10) clay» anc' should include a date by 
which continuous compliance will be achlsved, the response 
should include the account number indicated in the reference 
line. If you have any questions v,-ith regard to this matter, 
pieflSQ feel frotf to contact Ha, Rnotts at this office. 

Sincerely, 

Original Signed By 
Jenny Vang 

H e r b e r t W. Willia^-iis, J r . 
R e g i o n a l D i r e c t o r 

E n c l o s u r e s 

c c : i-ir, David B e n r i c n s , A c t i n g D i r e c t o r , Coiapl iance D i v i s i o n , 
A u s t i n 

Mr. Leo D. 0 * G o r 5 a a n , M - p . , D i r e c t o r , B r a z o r i a County 
••^•Health DepartJBenti :v:^n^letbn ••.,; •• ""•:•:''•:•:•-]•.:. 

b c c : Rw/RM/MK/rsv,ooarai 

F i l e n a i u e : 08896615.mak 
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Air Quality Control Region 7 
5555 West Loop, Suite 30C 
Bellaire, Texas 77401 

713/666-4964 

S£P l^ 1069 

CL-RTIFIED ̂ 3AIL (P 540 376 592) 
iairUUN Ĵ .ECUIPT REQUESTED 

h'iV. Mickey Tiner 
Oeneral Manager 
hercules Offsiiore Company 
Post Office Drawer 0 
Freeport, Texas 77541 

Rex Notice of Violation 
General Rule 101.4 
Account No, BI4-OII8-V 

Dear Mr. Tiner: 

On August 9, 1989, Ma. Mary Knotts and Mr. Dwayne Meckler of 

Texas Clean Air Act (Act) and /B|ciard General Rule lOlU, 
(copies enclosed) at your bargo repair and cleaning facility 
located at 906 Marlin Street in Freeport, Brazoria County, 
The violation was noted froJ0]ejbl«040̂ r̂ H»*Qi- to. 11:50 a.m. and 
consisted of nuisance due to dust from the sandblasting of a 
barge. I'ha dust was found in such concentration and such 
duration as to adversely affect the breathing and to interfere 
with the normal use and enjoyment of the property of residents 
downwind of the sandblasting. Verbal notification of the 
violation was given to Mr. Jimray Jackson, Craft Supervisor, 
on the above investigation date and expedient compliance was 
re<7uested. 

The Act mandates specific enforcement actions with regard to 
violations of any provision of the Act, or any rule or order 
of the Board. ' These enforcement actions include the issuance 

000470 



tr* t 

H r . • r i n e r SCP 1 y 089 

of a boa rd o r d e r antl l n ; p o a i t i o n of a d i r l n l B t r a t t t - o p e n a l t i e a 
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G'-Ji>.ni t t o o v / i t h i n t e n (10} iiayn ataj S to . i io includ ' - ' ri dota oy 
'•••uich c o n t i n u o u s coaiplif incc w i l l be n c h l e v e d . The r e s p o n s e 
s h o u l d i n c l u d e t h e a c c o u n t nujuber i n d i c a t e t J i n t h e r e f e r o n c o 
l i n o . If you havo any quoMt ions wi tn r e y a r d t o t h i s n?aLtc-r, 
j'I<.";»»so J o e l frot» t o c o n t a c t .^'a, Knot tn i^t t h i s o f f i c e . 

:J1 nee r e l y , 

Original Signed By 
Jenny Yang 

i i c r t e i t in. W i l l i a ' i s , J r . 
»l«9ional D i r e c t o r 

Unclosurr-s 

c c : i«tr, Daviti a<?r.richS/ A c t i n g D i r e c t o r / Co/apl ianue Li v i s i o n , 
A u s t i n 

Mr. Leo f>. O'Gorcjan, W.D../ D i r e c t o r , B r a z o r i a County. 
H e a l t h D e p a r t m e n t / Ancrlcton 

' ' • " • • • • • " I 

bcc t K w/RK/MK/r e v , board«^(|*fci«^ 

Kilanaiiic: 06696615 . maX 
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Air Quality Control Region 7 
5555 West Loop, Suite 300 
Bellaire, Texas 77401 

713/666-4964 

S£P i^ 1983 

CERTIFIED MAIL (P 540 376 592) 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mr. Mickey Tiner 
General Manager 
hercules Offshore Company 
Post Office Drawer 0 
Preeport, Texas 77541 

Re: Notice of Violation 
General Rule 101.4 
Account No. BL-0118-V 

Dear Mr. Tiner: 

On August 9, 1989, Ms. Mary Knotts and Mr. Dwayne Meckler of 
this office observed a violation of Section 4.01(a) of the 
Texas Clean Air; Act (Act) and Board' General Rule 101i4, 
(copies enciosed), at your barg'e repair and cleaning facility 
located at 9b6;Marlin Street in Freeport, Brazoria County. 
The violation was noted from 10x05 a.m. to 11:50 a.m. and 
consisted of nuisance due to dust from the sandblasting of a 
barge. The dust was found in such concentration and such 
duration as to adversely affect the breathing and to interfere 
with the normal use and enjoyment of the property of residents 
downwind of the sandblasting. Verbal notification of the 
violation was given to Mr. Jimmy Jackson, Graft Supervisor, 
on the above investigation date and expedient compliance was 
requested. 

The Act mandates specific enforcement actions v/ith regard to 
violations of iany provision of the Act, or any rule or order 
of the Board..' These enforcement actlpns include the. issuance 

• f^ lOO0W4 
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of a board order'sn<2 isr/ositlbn of adaiihlstrcitii'e perialties 
up to $10,000 a <3ay fox- each violation, or initiation of legal 
action for injunctive relief and/or civil peualties of $50 to 
$25,000 for each day .and for each act of violation* In 
particular, th«; Act calls for inandatory compliance orders for 
nonclerical violations continaing thirty (30) days or aore. 
The Board's «nforc«Kent obligations and alternatives are ssore 
fully explaine<3 in th« enclosed "Enforceaent Related 
Provisions of the Texas Clean Air Act". 

Please notify this office of the circuastancss relating to 
these violations and your plans for achieving proiept and 
continuous cossoliance. Your written response should be 
subiTiitted v/ithin ten (10) days and should inciu<3e a date by 
w'hich continuous corapiiance will be achieved. The response 
should include the account nujeber indicate<l in the reference 
line. If you have any auestions with regard to this aatter, 
please feel free to contact fis. Knotts at this office. 

Sincerely, 

Original Signed By 
Jenny Yang 

Herber t S. Wi l l i a ias , J r . 
Regional Director 

Enclosures 

CCS Mr, David Senriche, Acting Director, Coiapliance Division, 
Austin 

Mr. Leo D« O'Gonaan, M.O., Director, Brazoria County 
i Health Separt»en^# An^leton 

bees RW/RH/MK/r6v,board.»(^a^«-

Filenaise: 08896(>15.m«i)! 

T ^ l 00040^5 
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Bob Casale 
Rt. 3 - 135 Snapper Lane 
Freeport, Texas 77541 

Octomber 5, 1989 

Hercules 
General OOanager 
Rt.3 - 904 PHarlin Lane 
Freeport, Texas 77541 

Dear Sir: 

For the past year that your company has been in business at thb 
Freeport location adjacent to Bridge Harbor Subdivision, x'9 
have had major problems with your operation. As you know prior to 
your business being operated at that location HUB have had similar 
problems with the previous owners. 

In the past and recently we have informed you of several issues 
which are damaging to our health and property. 

First issue being the opening of chemical barges: I have been 
informed by the Texas Air Control Board and the EPA as to the 
hazardous materials your operation handles. In the past there 
has been times that our house and the subdivision were filled 
with the odor of styrens and benezene gas. 

As you know it is un-lawful to open chemical hatches in the 
intercoastal water-way. Ule are concerned why your company would 
continue to operate in such a close proximity to residence. 

Our second concern is your sand blasting operation. We have 
called you numerous times complaining about the over spray of 
the sand blasting entering our house and causing damage to our 
house and automobilies. I understand that the Texas Air Control 
Board sited you recently for that problem; but to no avail you 
continue your damaging practice. 

Our third concern is the banging of barges all hours of the day 
and night. Your operation is a seven day a week; twenty four 
hours a day nuisance. Each time we call you about the noise,you 
increase the noise to annoy us even more. 

Our fourth concern is the out-door loud speaker that you operate, 
We have called your attention to this many times and you continue 
to operate so that it'iS heard through-out the subdivision. 

As you know at the time of our complaints we have called the 
Community Awareness and Emergency Response organization and 
called ivir. Jim Overman with Dow Chemical who investigated several 
complaints. Showing concern I was told by fir. Ovflrman that at 
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one time Doui refused sending you barges because of your mis­
handling, I tt/as also tcld by BASF Corporation that they do not -̂  
send barges to your business because of mis-handling, 

'jJe hav/e experience sick conditions such as watery eyes, tight­
ness of the chest, headaches and nasal congestion. At one tirre 
the chemicals from your operation killed all the leaves from 
the trees on the east side, through-out the whole subdivision. 

We are informing your organization that uue are holding you res­
ponsible and liable for any and all damages including health 
and property to us and demand that your operation cease to allow 
chemical gases and over spray of sand blasting to affect our 
home environment. 

WP trust that you take this matter into very critical considera-
t on. 

T ^ n k . Y o u ^ n 

Bob and Stella C'asale 

cc; 
Air Control Board 
City of Freeport 
U.S. Coast Guard - Galveston 
EPA - Dallas 
Tom Delay U.S. Representative 
J.E. "Buster" Brown - State Senator 
John Ultlly State Representative 
State Attorney General 

E 000169 



Residence of Bridge Harbor Subdivision: 
Letter dated Octomber 5, 1989 

Jepp I 

A A Sohy-'fjiiis ': 

7 

.^y:^ 3 • 3 4 / Co ^ 

^ 7 hoipL'Aj L^, / T S / 3 

f . 000170 



Bob Casale 
Rt. 3 - 135 Snapper Lane 
Freaport, Texas 77541 

Octomber 5, 1989 

Hercules 
General Wanager 
fit.3 - 904 ITlarlin Lane 
F reepo r t , Texas 77541 

Dear S i n 

For the past year that your company has been in business at the 
Freeport location adjacent to Bridge Harbor Subdivision, we 
have had mâ jor problems with your operation. As you know prior to 
your business being operated at that location we have had similar 
problems with the previous owners. 

In the past and recently we have informed you of several issues 
which are damaging to our health and property. 

First issue being the opening of chemical bargeai I have been 
informed by the Texas Air Control Board and the EPA aa to the 
hazardous materials your operation handles. In the past there 
has bean times that our house and the subdivision were filled 
with the odor of styrene and benezene gas. 

As yqu know It is un-lawful to open chemical hatches in the 
Intercoastal water-way* UJe are concerned why your company would 
continue to operate in such a close proximity to residence* 

Our second concern is your sand blasting operation. Ue have 
called you numerous times complaining about the over spray of 
the sand blasting entering our house and causing damage to our 
house and automobilies. I understand that the Texas Air Control 
Board sited you recently for that problemi but to. no avail you 
continue your damaging practice. 

Our third concern is the banging of barges all hours of the day 
and night. Your operation is a seven day a weeki twenty four 
hours a day nuisance. Each time we call you about the noise,you 
increase the noise to annoy us even more. 

Our fourth concern is the out-door loud speaker that you operate* 
We have called your attention to this many times and you continue 
to operate so that it^s heard through-out the subdivision* 

As you know at the time of our complaints we have called the 
Community Awareness and Emergency Response organization and 
called mr* Jim Overman with Dow Chemical who Investigated several 
complaints. Showing concern I was told by fflr* Overman that at 
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one time Doui refused sending you barges because of your mis­
handling. I was also told by BASF Corporation that they do not %f 
send barges to your business because of mis-handling. 

We have experience 3±ck conditions such as watery, eyesi tight­
ness of the chest, headaches and nasal congestion. Atone time 
the chemicals from your operation killed all the leaves from 
the trees on the east aide, through-out the whole subdivision. 

We are informing your organization that we are holding you res­
ponsible and liable for any and all damages including health 
and property to us and demand that your operation cease to allow 
chemical gases and over spray of sand blasting to affect our 
homo environment. 

We trust that you take this matter into very critical considera­
tion. 

Thank ̂ YoUyQ /p 

Boh and Stella Caaale 

CC| 
Air Control Board 
City of Traeport 
U.S. Coast Cuard - Galveston 
EPA - Dallas 
Tom Delay U.S. Representative 
J.E. "Buster" Brown - State Senator 
John Willy State Representative 
State Attorney General 
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RBsidence of Bridge Harbor Subdivision: 
Letter dated Octomber 5, 1989 
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RECORD OF FILE REVIEW 

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 

Your name /Jd/I CAXA-L^of 

Representi ng 

Address J ^ V ^ /V / ^ / ^ />^ / i LA^. 

A a ̂ £f^' y r̂ 
Company name S ^ O-/-

Perm i t number y ^5'(^/ OR Compliance accoun t no . 

A s s i s t e d by f C l*^-—- , Region 7 

Date /^ /^ /ky 
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RECORD OF FILE REVIEW 

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 

Your name 

Represent!'ng_ 

Address / ? T^ <^ ^Af/^^iL L^^. 

/^ 11 ̂ ^f^' 1^ 
Company name S ^ ^ A 

Permit nnmhPr V S^&/ OR compliance account no .__<BjU^A^// 

Assisted by K '̂ -̂—' , Region 7 

Date ^ W ^ 
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RECORD OF FILE REVIEW 

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING IllFORHATIOU: 

Your. name_ _̂ __ , 

Representvng__L_lJL_:—• 

company name^ 7 ^ . . / ^ . ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Permi 
^. ^ K-3^^^^ OR -Compliance account no. 

it number /i__d 

, Region 7 
Assisted by __ 

Date .__ 
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RECORD OF FILE REVIEW 

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING IKFORHATIGU: 

Your. i^^\si^S^B0MOL-j02hu^:^^i^ 

Representi-ng_^_^^_^L^^^^^ 

KAAv^^^_2JriX---y^^^^^^'^^-^'^^ 
_5;^^^^ ^mj 

Company n a m e ^ _ ^ : 4 4 ^ < £ i : ^ ^ ^ — ^ = ^ — 

Permit numberjj^^^^^::^ 
OR .Compliance account no- .^Z. -p /^cf . - \X 

Ass is ted by 

Date 

, Region 7 
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Bob Casale 
Rt^ 3 - 135 Snapper Lane 
Freeport, Texas 77541 

October 10, 1989 

City of Freeport Administration "̂ ^ -
128 East 4th Street 
Freeport, Texas 77541 

Dear Sirsi 

Ule ore bringing a continuous problem to your attention which we 
have complained about for several years. 

The subject matter is the operation of Fish Engineering and 
Hercules Off-Shore Drilling Company. 

We have enclosed a letter dated October 5, 1989 to that Company, 

In general our complaints have been the exposure to dangerous 
chemicals, exposure to sand-blasting materials, and the loud 
abusive noises. 

Each time we have complainted to the city manager, the health 
department, members of city council, also to mayor Alan Faulk 
and past Wayor Mark Uanderveer we have received no response to 
curtail the operation or safe-guard the health and safety of the 
adjacent residences. 

As the October 5, 1989 letter indicates the present Company is 
engaged in the barge cleaning process. There is one case in 
particular that the residents were heavily exposed to benezene 
gas. I called the city manager and asked if he would send the 
health officer to investigate the matter. Two hours had pasted 
and no-one appeared from the city to investigate. I then called 
back and the operator told me everyone had gone to lunch} appar­
ently lunch is more important to the city than to go out and inve­
stigate persons who are being exposed to dangerour gases. Finally 
about three days later a city health officer and a menber of the 
Texas Air Control Board came to the scene. At that point we had a 
lengthy discussion as to the problems we are having with these 
companies. At that time we again showed pictures of the leaves of 
the trees tnat had died due to chemical releases. 

Dangerous chemicals are extracted from the barges and vents are 
being opened exposing residents to gas releases. There has been 
several Incidents where the barges are brought in at night and 
the hatches are being opened durning the time that the residents 
are alaeplngi making ua un-awara of the danger until morning. 

The continuous sand-blasting which Bometlmas starts a 7i3Q a.m. 
till dark has caused us many problems, UJe are unable to open our 
windows; our automobilias have been damaged and covered with the 
over-apray. Our downstairs patio is also always filled with 
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paVtlcles of the sand-blasting. When we attempt to breath out­
doors our lungs, throat, eyes and nose are filled with the y ^ 
particles. As we write this letter at 6iU0 p.m. the sand-blasting 
Is taking place. A cloud of dust can be visually aeened. We are 
unable to open windows, the high pressure screeching sound from 
the sand-blasting can be heard from the furtherest room in our 
home. 

About a month ago I requested that Mayor Alan Faulk meet me at 
my house to investigate this matter. When he visited, I showed 
him the close proximity of this business to our residences. He v: 
agreed that we do have a problem. I then showed him our downstairs 
patioi and asked him to rub his hand over the thick debris on a 'f 
table top which was filled with over-spray from the business. I !; 
then asked him to investigate this matter furtheri as to what -̂  
remedies can be taken to curtail and cease the annoying and yt 
dangerous process. {? 

Three days past without word from Mayor Alan Faulk, I called himj ;; 
to ask if he had finish his investigation. Ho responded that he ^• 
had finish his investigation. He responded that he had talked to 1; 
the city manager and city attorney and they said nothing could ba :f= 
done by the city because the city re-zoned the land to conduct .-
that type of business. I told him, in the future, I wish to add on f 
to my house, he said "quote" that you "Bob Casale" should straighten":: 
out that problem "being Hercules" before you add on to your house. 
He also told me that I should call Warvin Zindler from T.U. channel • 
13 in Houstoni to have him investigatej maybe he could.do something. 

If I ever experienced deraliction of duty, from a govermental 
official this is a prime example. 

Ule have also mentioned about the loud abusive noise. Many times 
durning the operational phase of this busineaa they bang on barges I; 
and the aounda are heard through-out the subdivision. 

The recorded facts relate that the business location has caused 
these problems for many years. 

On April 17,1989 the city of Freeport held a city council and !̂  
planning commiaaion public hearing to re-zone several parcels of 
land in and around the Bridge Harbor Subdivision, including the 
business in question. After hearing from approximately thirty 
persons opposing this zone change, the city ignored the complaints 
and went on to re-zone the land from light manufacturing to 
water-front heavy. This action to us was pure irresponsiable and ^ 
deliberate unconcern for the health and safety for near-by rasldencet 
knowing the dangerous consequence and nuisance that this change 
made, ;̂  

Several times officals with the Texas Air Control Board told me 
that I should call the city of Freeport so that they could make ? 
an immadiate investigation. I was told by city officala that the 
city did not have a qualified person to investigate. H 

r^E 000456 :| 
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As of this data we are requesting that the city of Fraeport 
contact the County Health Department for assistance. I haue had 
sQueral diacuasions with County Judge John Damon and ha stated 
that their office would assist if requested by the City of Free-
port. "-̂ \ 

About 12J45 p.m. October 11, 1989 I met Robby Blair on the corner 
of Snapper and (flarlin Lane. He told me that ha was investigating 
that mornings complaint, I ghowad him the over-spray blowing over 
the city street and pointed out the loud blasting noise. I also 
told him that he should talk to the shrimper Danny marches working 
about two hundred feat from us, and adjacent to the barge being 
sand-blasted. He refused to go, I then went to Danny Marches and 
told him what had happen. 

In summary we wish to inform, that city officals, have a moral 
and legal responsibility to the people and have a duty to safie-
guard the safety and welfare of the citizens. 

As of this date we find no documentation where the city of Free-
port has made any attempt to safe-guard and protect the citizens 
in this cose. 

Wo here-by notify the city officals, who ware resposiable for 
the damaging zone changes and allowing the problems to occur past 
and preaenti that we are holding them resposiable Cor damanges to 
health and property in this case. 

In trust, we hope the city officals who are in-poworod to act, and 
according to lawj to safe-guard the citizens in this case, and 
act with deligence. 

Thank YjDu.y 

SnjuLcuQjxscj.'L. 
Bob and Stella Casale 

cct 

mayor Alan Faulk Texas Air Control Board 
Councilman I EPA 
Jim Phillips Jim inattox - Texas Attiornay Genera 
milan miller j.E. "Buater" Brown - State Sanata 
John Stanford John Willy - State Representativei 
Horace Qwings Tom Delay - U.S. Representative B' 
Brazoria County Health Department 
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JHE CITY OF 

128 EAST 'JTH STREET / FREEPORT, TEXAS 775^1 / H09j 233-3526 

cOMPiAI^r^ FORM 

VIOLATION IWFORMATIOW 

y Pâ fc-- y^-/S'^f Unie: 9-'^'^ 

NaMiAC. 0^ Violation 

J^/f^t^^t^ 
s.^ A^nU^ -^x^J-. K\^-CJ 0</ r; ^92^^^ s>/J 

LOCATIOW iLOii\m, OF BUSIWESS/PROPERTV 

• »»»»»»»»»»»«>»»»»»»»»»«»» 

y^ ct)MPiAI^^^A^(T IWFOIJMATIOW ^ 

Name.: 9?/j/i ^^^z/U-^ ' BaA-tne^A Uamt'. '^^^^^^ y^ ^-^L 

Addnus: /fj ^z^ 7 Bu4̂ n(LAA AddfieJiA: 

S-tflnatu/iC OjJ Q.oxKplaA.)i\Xwt\X. 

»«»»«•»»»»»«»»«»»«»»»«•»» 

IWl/ESTIGATIOW OF COMPiAIWT 

¥&10.0(I063-



THE CITY OF 

b S S ^ E s ^ S s S r ^ 
128 EAST 4TH STREET / FREEPORT. TEXAS 775'Jl / |409j 233-3526 . 

COMPLAINT FORM "̂  

Pate Reee^ued. /0 -/j^ <P/ 

T^e Recie t̂ued ^'^S" y^ 

VWLATIOH IWF0RMAT70W 

NcUum. 0^ violation.: 

S^. ^Jt^^j^. J .J^!^ r/.J^Ti..) d^Afi ^tl^. ^ /9^9 ^ ^ ^ 

LOCATIOW OWWER OF BU5IWESS/PR0PERTV 

/ 

COMFIAIWTAWT IWFORWATIOW 

^/^<yy P/;one.\ 

y ^/rJJU. 'tl 
Signativiz 0^ ComptairUant 

^*«***t****************** 

IWl/ESTIGATIOW OT COMPlAIWf 

Pate; /0^/S-^f Umt: f-^r/).^-

InyeA^gotion Reueaied.* 

E 0000P4 



JHE CITY OF 

t»!:i tan Bsrc:^j:r.aaMw^ -. ».iir t-'i. ^a£l LLW 

128 EAST 1TH STREET / FREEPORT. TEXAS 77511 / (109) 233-3526 

COMPLAIWT FORM "̂ "̂  

Pate R£ccx:u£d .. /^ -/j. ^9 

l/IOLATIOW IWFORMATION 

Vatt-./o./^'Sf Titm.: /^:/f£> 4/1/, 

WaXixKt o{ Violcition: 

<^. cat:^/.J s Z . ^ / " v f ^J ..^^^^t/ ^^^ J - ^^9' J ^ ^ 
/fjfju.^ -^p Aa/^^c, /^/^\ / -

OWWER OF BUSIWES5/PR0PERTy LOCATION 

P ôwa ,'9icu?^^ 'f^ yv^f^y 

«»«»»»»»»»»«»»»«»»»»»«»•• 

/ COMPiAIWTAWT IWF0J2*1ATI0W 

BoA-cne^A Najne: jS^a^>^u^ £^£L. 
Bu4<»teA4 Ad£ke-44: 

P/ioite: 

r<^y*^^-^(^ 

J!U Ljj^^i^ix£xiAJ^ 
e 0(5 ZamploJinXsitvi 

» « » « « » » » « * « « » » » » « » « » » « » » « i 

IWUESTIGATTON OF COMPLAIWT 

Pate: /<:? - / J ' / / Tune; /^.-a^f /^hu. 

Investigation Reueoted; 
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Hr. B.K. Schoggin 
118 Redfish Lane 
Freeport, TX 77541 

On October 11. 1989.-at 9:45 a.m. Freeport Code Compliance Inspector and 
the Brazoria County Health Inspector and I visited Mr. and Mrs."B.K. Schoggins 
at their home. Mr. Schoggins signed a complaint against Hercules Offshore 
Drilling Company complaining of chemical odors that he notice occasionally 
when the winds blow out of the Northeast as he feels that they are coming 
from Hercules Offshore Drilling Company. Though he does not smell the odors 
all the time he was concerned about one particular Sunday in which he 
noticed the odor to be extremely offensive and was'concerned of its 
chemical content and a repeated Incidence.- He wanted reassurance that the 
chemicals in the air were not harmful to him and his family. 

We thanked Mr. and Mrs. Schoggin for their assistance and told them we 
would investigate further into their concerns. 
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Julie Ainsworth 
92 Dolphin Lane | 
Freeport. TX 77541 ' 

On October 11, 1989 at 10:00 a.m. Freeport Code Compliance Inspector and, 
the Brazoria County Health Inspector and n\yself v is i ted Ms. Jul ie Ainsworth 
at-her home. Ms. Ainsworth signed a complaint against Hercules Offshore 
Dr i l l ing Company at this time. She says she has been l i v ing at Bridge 
Harbor subdivision for the-last three months and plans to stay ui i t i l their 
house is sold. She stated she and her two children have not been feeling 
well the whole time. She claims to have al lergies and one of the children 
has been to the doctor for a rash problem. The doctor has prescribed 
medication for the rash but offered no diagnosis as to what caused i t . 
Ms. Ainsworth says she can not open her windows in the house because of 
the chemical odors that she believes comes from Hercules Offshore Dr i l l ing 
Company, She expresses her concern about the odors and thinks i t might 
be affecting her al lergies since she feels worse at her current location 
than where she used to l i v e . The Brazoria County Health Inspector 
mentioned that due to the very dry weather in Brazoria County and being 
f a l l season be noticed that many residents throughout Brazoria were 
experiencing breathing problems related to al lergies from ragweed and 
other related matter in the a i r . We asked i f she received any doctors' 
reports relating the cause of her or her children's i l lness to-any chemical 
exposure and she stated that no doctor has claimed any chemical-related 
i l lness at this time. / 

We thanked Ms. Ainsworth for her assistance with our report and went to 
Hercules Offshore Dr i l l i ng Company to talk to the General Manager Mr. 
Tinner. 

^"' 
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Mr. Tinner 
Hercules Offshore Drilling Cbrapany 
Freeport, TX 77541 

When investigating Hercules Offshore Drilling Obmpany at approximately 
11:00 a.m. en October 11, 1989 we watched for signs of dead foliage along 
tlie roadway to the entrance of the business as wall as outside of the 
fenced-in area at t\\Q location. Wc walked around the barge drydock 
facility vhere sandblasting operations are performed, which is directly 
beJiird a large mound of dirt where weeds and grass are growing. We did 
not see any signs of dead foliage nor experience eye-irritating fuines 
any time during our visit. Of the several barges at the site only one 
particular barge appeared to have aiors but this could not be detected 
until one ̂ t close to the barge dry dock area. 

We talked with General Manager Micky Tinner to assess Mr. Gistle's 
complaints. He said he was aware of Mr. Casale's concerns and had taken 
measures to prevent discomforts that might be irritate area residents. 

Mr. Tinner stated that policies had been implemented to prevent any sand 
frcm the sandblasting operations to drift onto properties toward the Bridge 
Harbor area when Mr. C^sales's concerns were first raised. A::cording 
to Mr. Tinner, Hercules Offshore Drilling's policy is to discontinye all 
operations when winds blow out of the Northeast towcurd Bridge Harbor. 
Mr. Tinner showed us the techniques used in measuring the distance and 
direction in wliich the sand moves during blcisting operations. Mr, Tinner 
nentioned that it was very costly to shut his operations down when the 
winds blew out of the Northeast. 

Mr. Tinner mentioned that his oompany was trying to eliminate concerns 
regarding sand oaning from his business by erecting a 24 foot tall and 
400 foot long tennis court-type fence made of plastic material around 
the sandblasting operation in such a way that it would create a wind tunnel 
and help direct air flow away frcm the direction of the Bridge Harbor 
subdivision. Tixa fence notcrials are a\ order ar*3 tlie fence should be 
erected soon. 

We asked Mr. Tinner about Mr. Casale's ooncems of being exposed to 
dangerous chemicals at his residaice, particularly the incidait Mr, Casale 
refered to in his letter of October 10, 1989, vhere he states that 
"residents were heavily exposed to benezene gas." Mr. Tinner said that 
the barge Mr, casale vas concerned about had unloaded the chemical Benezene 
in Houston and its tanks flushed before arriving at his facility. 
According to Mr. Tinner the only reason Mr. Casale knew that tlie barge < 
liad contained Benzene products was because he had read warning signs en 
Uie side of the barge with his binoculars as he often does. 

Mr. Tinner stated that before work vas done on any barges brought to his 
facility they must be inspected and certified before his men can go inside 
to do any hot work or cleaning. Certified equipment (air detectx)ry) nuut 



be iised to perform such inspections and are necessary to get the 
certification that is required of Hercules Offshore Drilling. Vte were 
shown original dxnunents of certificates where permission was^received 
to begin work on barges. Vte were told that all the certificates and 
records were kept on file at all times to show v^at barges are brought 
a\ the premises. 

Mr. 'Icinner mentioned that precautions are taken to insure tlie safety of 
his onployoos as well as tlui caiuiiunity. lie said tluit tiiey sanetimes have 
.up to forty five men working in and around the barges on a daily basis. 

Mr. Tinner said that he lias talked to the Itocas Air Cbntrol Board in the 
past and that they have been to his business to monitor the quality of 
air in the surrounding area. (I personally have rot seen the 'Ifexas Air 
Control Board's findings at this time). 

We asked Mr, Tinner about Mr, C^sale's noise complaint and he stated that 
a majority of the noise Mr. Ccisale complains of oomes during the very 
late or early hours of the morning, Mr. Tinner said his men work 
occasional overtime until 7:00 or 8:00 p.m. at night but their usual work 
hours are from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Ihey do work overtime en some 
weekends if they have to get a barge contract caipleted. We discussed "̂̂  
with Mr. "Kinner the City's noise ordnances restricting loud nDises from 
11:00 p.m until 7:00 a.m Sunday throuc]^ Saturday areJ fran 11:00 p.ra 
Saturday tlirough Sunday afternoon until 1:00 p.m and told him that we 
expected the ordinances would continue to be observed. ^ 
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DATE: 10-10-88 

TO: Robby Blair» Meryl Walters and Earl Heath 

FROM: Jo-Ann Proctor j' 

Re: Nuisance odor at Bridge Harbor .. !, 

• I , ' 

An investigation of Mr. Casale'a .complaint revealed no odor, no eye irritating 
fumes and no dead foliage. In Investigating Fish Engineering, I discovered 
the work performed there was heavily regulated and all procedures were well ; 
documented, Mr, Tom Randolph^ the Fabrication/Marine Manager was very 
cooperative in showing .me the entire dock facility and explaining what type 
of work took place there. He also explained the precautions taken regarding 
safety and steps to not inconvenience Mr. Casale. He supplied me with 
safety reports .to read from numerous local. State and Federal agencies. 
He also gave me a copy of one of their Marine Chemist Certificates (see 
attached) which is issued prior to work being done on each barge. He 
explained he had experienced many complaints from Mr. Casale and Fish 
Engineering had gone co great lengths to alleviate Mr. Casale's fears. 
When he complained of a bad odor. Fish added a cherry-vanilla fragrance 
but Mr. Casale continued to complain on the basis of in his opinion, any 
chemical which had an odor was toxic. 

Since Mr, Randolph is well aware of Mr. Casale's presence, it is policy 
not to open barge tanks which might release obnoxious of toxic fumes when the win 
is blowing from the North-East which could possibly carry the f-umes over 
Mr. Casale's property. According to Mr. Randolph's records there had 
been no tanks opened on the date and time which Mr, Casale was complaining. 
Furthermore, Jim Mueth of the U.S. Coast Guard/Marine Safety Division, 
had been present on the Fish Engineering dock from approximately 10:A0 AM 
until A:00 PM on October 7, 1988 and had not noted any odor. Mr, Randolph 
did not feel his dock had been the source of any nuisance odors or toxic 
fumes that date. 

Today I received a call from Paul Hunt with the Texas Air Control Board. 
He will be in my office tomorrow morning. He would like for me to accompany . 
him on an investigation of Mr. Casale's complaint. I would appreciate 
any further instructions you may have. 

Sincerely, 

Jo-Ann Proctor, 
Health Inspector 

JAP:saa 

T^E 000070 



THE CITY OF 

S» ?^i«*-J^^^ 

128 EAST ITH STRECT / FRCEPOKT. TEXAS 77S1I / (109) 233-3576 

October 16, 1989 

In summary to this preliminary report I have spoken 
to Ms. Mary Knotts of the Compliance Section of the 
Texas Air Control Board on the 15th of October 1989, 
to request that I accompany her on investagation of 
Mr. Casale*s complaint. She is scheduled to arrive 
in Freeport Tuesday October 17, 1989. 

As of tliis date there are two complaint reports at 
Bridge Harbor; one dated October 10, 1989 and one 
dated October 13, 1989. A complete report will 
follow after above inspection with Air Control 
Inspector. 

SincerSly 

L. Blair 
Building Official 
City of Freeport 

RLB:sd 
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JHE CITY OF 

luJi n i l ^tt^frlrZnmnm^i^ «<ai-auj/K î «t£CLt 

128 EAST ̂ Jh STREET / FREEPORT. TEXAS 77541 / H09J 233-3526 . 

COMPlAIKrr FORM ^ " ^ 

Pate Rece^ued. y/P-/ 7 - P . 

Xtme Recetuerf /*, '<^ <f> 

l/JOMTIOW 7WF0RMATI0W 

Potct. y^-yZ-^? T-invi 9- "^ ^ 

tJaXwit 0^ Vlolcution: • ' ' 

^ /f^t<=^^ 
^ 

LOCATIOW tO^Wm or BUSIWESS/PROPERiy 

»»»»»»»»»«»«»»»»»»»»»»««• 

^ COMPiAIWTAWT IWFORMATIOW ^ 
Nairn: 7^/)L ^:^>^<:/^^Y BuA n̂ê A ^oflie; <^^^£ /^ ^^^6^ 

AddA(Us: /fj/ ;gz^7 ' Bu4̂ n<L44 Adcke44: 

\ P^^ "̂̂ - P/2£<^^i^c/- yZy*^ -^-^rvy Phone.: 

S-ig nature, o^ Comptaintant 

****4**t*4***t*********** 

IWl/ESTIGATIOW 0¥ COIAPLAINT 

Pate; / ^ ^ / j > > / lune: ^7P^ 

iT'^ig' nootS4 



JHE CITY OF 

128 EAST 4TH STREET / FREEPORT. TEXAS 77541 / |409| 233-3526 

COMPLAIWT FORM "" 

Pate Recfc^ued. /a -Z?^ J*/ 

VIOLATION IWFORMATIOW 

N(UuA.t o{^ \/4.olationi 

s^ ^jt^^Aj^ ../^:^^^ r/.M..) d^JzJ ^^A s-./9r9 ^ ^.^ 

LOCATION OUhi^R OF BUSTWESS/PROPERTV 

» « » » « « » < » « » i > » « » » » » » » » » » » » » 

/ 
/ COMPiAINTAWT IWFORWATIOW 

'̂ •. ..7^/.y>^,. P/ione; ^)ij,fyi& TT 5'55r<^> Phone; • ^ ; ^ fV 

y ?^/rJcl^^^ 
S^QHiUiui& 0(5 ComplcU.rUja.nt 

******t********** ******** 

INVESTIGATION OF COMPLAIMT 

Pate; /^-/S-f/ Tlmz.: pVr/),Ai. 

Invt&tlgcution Revealed; 
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JHE CITY OF 

kkw *IM||| Ifffr I I — n m u r ^ ""niM»inT*'^' ^Oi Iii i 

128 EAST 4TH STREET / FREEPORT, TEXAS 77541 / (409) 233-3526 . 

COUFLAIUT FORM 

hlatuAc 0^ ViolcuUon: 

• • • I • • ! IMMIIIi III • I • • 1 1 ^ » I • M ^ l ••!• II • • . l l — B B I M I . —IIM > • I I • • • • ! • • M ^ i ^ > ^ - I ^ • • I I I M I I 1 I II, • ! • I« I I . M 1 W • • • I I ^ ^ W ^ I | MM I M U M — I I I W — • • H ^ W ^ i ^ ^ M ^ ^ ^ — 

LOCATIOW DWWER OF BUSIWKS/PROPERT/ 

/ COMPLAIWTAWT IWFO^ATIOW 

P/ione: -231^^-7} • Phone.•_ 

>'-L^ A-
e. 0^ ComplaA.ntja.nt 

******************t****** 

IWI/ESTIGAT70W OF COMPIAIWT 

Pate: /a-/J'/f TAjne.: /^:a^> /hu. 

Inve^tiQcution Reueoded; 
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Mr. B.K. Schoggin 
118 Redfish Lane 
Freeport, TX 77541 

On Oc|;ober 11, 1989, at 9:45 a.m. Freeport Code Compliance Inspector and 
the Brazoria County Health Inspector and I visited Mr. and Mrs."B.K. Schoggins 
at their home. Mr. Schoggins signed a complaint against Hercules Offshore 
Drilling Company complaining of chemical odors that he notice occasionally 
when the winds blow out of the Northeast as he feels that they are coming 
from Hercules Offshore Drilling Company. Though he does not smell the odors 
all the time he was concerned about one particular Sunday in which he 
noticed the odor to be extremely offensive'and was'concerned of its 
chemical content and a repeated incidence.' He wanted reassurance that the 
chemicals in the air were not harmful to him and his family. 

We thanked Mr. and Mrs. Schoggin for their assistance and told them we 
would investigate further into their concerns. 
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Julie Ainsworth 
92 Dolphin Lane | 
Freeport, TX 77541 " 

On October 11, 1989 at 10:00 a.m. Freeport Code Compliance Inspector and, 
the Brazoria County Health Inspector and n\yself visited Ms. Julie Ainsworth 
at her home. Ms. Ainsworth signed a complaint against Hercules Offshore 
Drilling Company at this time. She says she has been living at Bridge 
Harbor subdivision for the-last three months and plans to stay until their 
house is sold. She stated she and her two children have not been feeling 
well the whole time. She claims to have allergies and one of the children 
has been to the doctor for a rash problem. The doctor has prescribed 
medication for the rash but offered no diagnosis as to what caused it. 
Ms. Ainsworth says she can not open her windows in the house because of 
the chemical odors that she believes comes from Hercules Offshore Drilling 
Company. She expresses her concern about the odors and thinks it might 
be affecting her allergies since she feels worse at her current location 
than where she used to live. The Brazoria County Health Inspector 
mentioned that due to the very dry weather in Brazoria County and being • 
fall season be noticed that many residents throughout Brazoria were 
experiencing breathing problems related to allergies from ragweed and 
other related matter in the air. We asked if she received any doctors' 
reports relating the cause of her or her children's illness to any chemical 
exposure and she stated that no doctor has claimed any chemical-related 
illness at this time. / 

We thanked Ms. Ainsworth for her assistance with our report and went to 
Hercules Offshore Drilling Company to talk to the General Manager Mr. 
Tinner. 

000158 



Mr. Tinner 
Hercules Offshore Drilling Qxnpany 
Freeport, TX 77541 

When investigating Hercules Offshore Drilling Cbmpany at approximately 
11:00 a.m. on October 11, 1989 we watched for signs of dead foliage along 
tixe roadway to the entrance of the business as well as outside of the 
fenced-in curea at t\^e location. We walked around the barge drydock 
facility vhere sandblasting operations are performed, which is directly 
• behird a large mound of dirt where weeds and grass are growing. We did 
not see any signs of dead foliage nor experience eye-irritating fumes 
any time during our visit. Of the several barges at the site only one 
particular barge appeared to have odors but this could not be detected 
until one got close to the barge dry dock area. 

We talked with General Manager Micky Tinner to assess Mr. Castle's 
complaints. He said he was aware of Mr. Casale's concerns and had taken 
measures to prevent discomforts that might be irritate area residents. 

Mr. Tinner stated that policies had been implemented to prevent any sand 
frcm the sandblasting operations to drift onto properties toward the Bridge 
Harbor area when Mr. C^sales's concerns were first raised. According 
to Mr. Tinner, Hercules Offshore Drilling's policy is to discontinvie all 
operations when winds blow out of the Northeast toward Bridge Harbor. 
Mr. Tinner showed us the techniques used in measuring the distance and 
direction in wliich the sand noves during blasting operations. Mr, Tinner 
mentioned that it was very costly to shut his operations down when the 
winds blew out of the Northeast. 

Mr. Tinner mentioned that his oompany was trying to eliminate concerns 
regarding sand coming from his business by erecting a 24 foot tall and 
400 foot long tennis court-type fence made of plastic material around 
the sandblasting operation in such a way that it would create a wind tunnel 
and help direct air flow away from the direction of the Bridge Harbor 
subdivision. The fence materials are a\ order and the fence should be 
erected soon. 

We asked Mr. Tinner about Mr. C^sale's concerns of being exposed to 
dangerous chemicals at his residence, particularly the incident Mr, Casale 
refered to in his letter of October 10, 1980, viiere te states that 
"residents were heavily exposed to benezene gas." Mr. Tinner said that 
the barge Mr. Ccisale was ooncemed about had unloaded the chemical Benezene 
in Houston and its tanks flushed before arriving at his facility. 
According to Mr. Tinner the only reason Mr. Casale knew that the barge 
Ixad contained Benzene products was because he had read vaming signs en 
the side of the barge with his binoculars as he often does. 

Mr. Tinner stated that before vork vas done on any barges brought to his 
facility they must be inspected and certified before his men can go inside 
to do any hot work or cleaning. Certified equipment (air detectors) must 
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be used to perform such inspections and are necesseury to get the . 
certification that is required of Hercules Offshore Drilling. Vfe were 
shown original dDcuments of certificates where permission was'^received 
to begin work on barges. We were tx)ld that all the certificates and 
records were kept en file at all times to show what barges are brought 
on the premises. 

Mr. 'fenner mentioned that precautions are taken to insure the safety of 
his employees as well as the canmunity. Ife said that they sometimes have 
.up 1x> forty five men working in and around the barges on a daily basis. 

Mr. Tinner said that he has talked to the Ttexas Air Cbntrol Board in the 
past cind that they have been to his business to monitor the quality of 
air in the surrounding area. (I personally have not seen the 'Itexas Air 
Control Board's findings at this time). 

We asked Mr. Tinner about Mr. C^sale's noise complaint and he stated that 
a majority of the noise Mr, C^sale complains of comes during the very 
late or early hours of the morning, Mr. Tinner sciid his men work 
occasional overtime until 7:00 or 8:00 p.m. at night but their usual work 
hours are fron 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. They do work overtime on some 
weekends if they have to get a barge contract conpleted. We discussed 
with Mr. Tanner the City's noise ordnances restricting loud noises from 
11:00 p.m until 7:00 a.ra Sunday throu^ Saturday and frtxn 11:00 p.m 
Saturday through Sunday afternoon until 1:00 p.m and told him that VE 
expected the ordinances would continue to be observed. 
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DATE: 10-10-88 

TO: Robby Blair» Meryl Walters and Earl Heath 

FROM: Jo-Ann Proctor 

Re: Nuisance odor at Bridge Harbor •••il 

An investigation of Mr. Casale'a..complaint revealed no odor, no eye irritating 
fumes and no dead foliage. In investigating Fish Engineering, I discovered 
the work performed there was heavily regulated and all procedures were well 
documented. Mr. Tom Randolph, the Fabrication/Marine Manager was very 
cooperative in showing me the entire dock facility and explaining what type 
of work took place there. He also explained the precautions taken regarding 
safety and steps to not inconvenience Mr. Casale. He supplied me with 
safety reports .to read from numerous local. State and Federal agencies. '\ 
He also gave me a copy of one of their Marine Chemist Certificates (see 
attached) which is issued prior to work being done on each barge. He 
explained he had experienced many complaints from Mr. Casale and Fish 
Engineering had gone to great lengths to alleviate Mr, Casale's fears. 
When he complained of a bad odor. Fish added a cherry-vanilla fragrance 
but Mr. Casale continued to complain on the basis of in his opinion, any 
chemical which had an odor was toxic. 

Since Mr, Randolph is well aware of Mr. Casale's presence, it is policy 
not to open barge tanks which might release obnoxious of toxic fumes when the win( 
is blowing from the North-East which could possibly carry the fumes over 
Mr. Casale's property. According to Mr. Randolph's records there had 
been no tanks opened on the date and time which Mr. Casale was complaining. 
Furthermore, Jim Mueth of the U.S. Coast Guard/Marine Safety Division, 
had been present on the Fish Engineering dock from approximately 10:A0 AM 
until 4:00 PM on October 7, 1988 and had not noted any odor. Mr. Randolph 
did not feel his dock had been the source of any nuisance odors or toxic 
fumes that date. 

Today I received a call from Paul Hunt with the Texas Air Control Board. 
He will be in my office tomorrow morning. He would like for me to accompany 
him on an investigation of Mr. Casale's complaint. I would appreciate 
any further instructions you may have. 

Sincerely, 

Jo-Ann Proctor, 
Health Inspector 

JAP:saa 
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THE CITY OF 

I28EAST4TH 
STREET / FREEPORT. TEXAS 77')11 / (109) 233-3576 

October 16, 1989 

In summary to this preliminary report I have spoken 
to Ms. Mary Knotts of the Compliance Section of the 
Texas Air Control Board on the 16th of October 1989, 
to request that I accompany her on investagation of 
Mr. Casale*s complaint. She is scheduled to arrive 
in Freeport Tuesday October 17, 1989. 

As of this date there are two complaint reports at 
Bridge Harbor; one dated October 10, 1989 and one 
dated October 13, 1989. A complete report w i l l 
follow after above inspection with Air Control 
Inspector. 

Sincerely 

Robb^ L. Blair 
Building Off ic ial 
City of Freeport 

RLB:sd 
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Mr. Tinner 
Hercules Offshore Drilling Oorapany 
Freeport, TX 77541 

When investigating Hercules Offshore Drilling Company at approximately 
11:00 a.m. en October 11, 1989 we watched for. signs of dead foliage along 
the roadway to the entrance of the business as well as outside of the 
fencod-in area at the location. We walked around the barge drydock 
facility vhere sandblasting operations are performed, which is directly 
behind a large mound of dirt where weeds and grass are growing. We did 
not see any signs of dead foliage nor experience eye-irritating fumes 
any time during our visit. Of the several barges at the site only one 
particular barge appeared to have odors but this could not be detected 
until one got close to the barge dry dock area. 

We talked with General Manager Micky Tinner to assess Mr. Castle's 
coop lain ts. He said he was aware of Mr. Casale's concerns and had taken 
measures to prevent discomforts that might be irritate area residents. 

Mr. Tinner stated that policies had been implemented to prevent any sand 
from the sandblasting operations to drift onto properties toward the Bridge 
Harbor area when Mr. Gisales's concerns vere first raised. According 
to Mr. Tinner, Hercules Offshore Drilling's policy is to discontinye all 
operations vixen winds blow out of the Northeast toward Bridge Harbor. 
Mr. Tinner showed us the techniques used in measuring the distance and 
directicxi in viiich the sand moves during blasting operations, Mr, Tinner 
mentioned that it was very costly to shut his operations down when the 
winds blew out of the Northeast, 

Mr. Tinner mentioned that his company vas trying to eliminate ooncems 
regarding sand coming from his business by erecting a 24 foot tall and 
400 foot long tennis oourt-type fence made of plsistic material around 
the sandblasting operation in such a way that it would create a wind tunnel 
and help direct air flow away from the direction of the Bridge Harbor 
subdivision. The fence materials are on order and the fence should be 
erected soon. 

We asked Mr. Tinner about Mr. Casale's ooncems of being exposed to 
dangerous chemicals at his residence, particularly the incideit Mr. Casale 
refered to in his letter of October 10, 1989, v*iere he states that 
"residents were heavily exposed to benezene gas." Mr. Tinner said that 
the barge Mr. Ccisale vas concerned about had unloaded the chemical Benezene 
in Houston and its tanks flushed before arriving at his facility, / 
According to Mr. Tinner the only reason Mr. Casale knew that the barge 
had contained Benzene products was because he had read vaming signs en 
the side of the barge with his binoculars as he often does. 

Mr. Tinner stated that before vork vas done on any barges brought to his 
facility they must be inspected and certified before his men can go inside 
to do any hot work or cleaning. Certified equipment (air detectors) must 
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be used to perform such inspections and are necessary to get the . 
certification that is required of Hercules Offshore Drilling. We were 
shown original documents of certificates viiere permission was^^received 
to begin work on barges. We were told that all the certificates and 
records were kept on file at all tiroes to show what barges are brought 
on the premises. 

Mr. I^nner mentioned that precautions are taken to insure the Scifety of 
his eirployees as well as the community. He said that they sometimes have 
.up to forty five men working in and around the barges on a daily basis. 

Mr. Tinner said that he has talked to the Itexas Air ODntrol Board,in the 
past cind that they have been to his business to monitor the quality of 
air in the surrounding area. (I personally have not seen the Itekas Air 
Control Board's findings at this time). 

We asked Mr, Tinner about Mr. Qisale's noise ooraplaint and he stated that 
a majority of the noise Mr. C^sale complains of comes during the very 
late or early hours of the morning. Mr. Tinner said his men work 
occasional overtime until 7:00 or 8:00 p.m. at nic^t but their usual work 
hours are from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Ihey do work overtime en some 
weekends if they have to get a barge contract completed. We discussed 
with Mr. Tanner the City's noise ordnances restricting loud noises from 
11:00 p.ra until 7:00 a.m Sunday throu^ Saturday and from 11:00 p.m 
Saturday through Sunday afternoon until 1:00 p.ra and told him that we 
expected the ordinances would continue to be observed. 
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DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

10-13-89 

Meryl Walters and Earl Health 

Robby L. Blair 

RE: Investigation of Mr. Bob Casale's Complaints regarding the 
exposure to dangerous chemicals, exposure to sand-blasting 
materials, and loud abusive noises at Bridge Harbor per his 
l e t t e r addressed to the City of Freeport dated October 10, 
1989. 

An investigation of Mr. Casale's complaint was made October.13, 1989 
at 9:00 a.m. The Brazoria County Health Department was asked to ass i s t 
Larry Fansher and myself with this inspection. Upon arriving at Mr. 
Casale's residence we looked for signs of dead vegetation, leaves, 
t rees, weeds, or grass both on the premises and Slong the canal. During 
this time no odors, eye i r r i t a t i ng fumes or dead foliage at Mr. Casale's 
home was smelled or seen. 

We spoke with Mr. Casale concerning his complaints. He stated that Hercules 
Offshore Drilling Company was responsible for exposing him and his 
family to hazardous odors as well as sandblasting materials and abusive loud -
noises. Mr. Casale showed us what appeared to be dust part icles on his furniture 
located in his screened-in patio area and said i t was coming from Hercules 
Offshore Drill ing. 

The Brazoria County Health Inspector afeked Mr. Casale i f her or any 
of the re-^idents in the area had sought medical attention for chemical 
exposure or chemical related i l lnesses . Mr. Casale said that some 
residents had been to the doctor but was' not sure if any doctors 
detentiined chemical smells to be the cause of any i l lnesses . .The 
Bazoria County Health Inspector informed Mr. Casale that i t would 
be helpful i f any resident who fe l t that they were exposed to a 
dangerous chemicals should have documentation from the medical f ield 
or doctors' reports to help support any evidence of chemical exposure. 
Mr. Casale said people in the subdivision could not afford to keep -
going to doctors for treatment, and this financial burden was being 
placed on the residents . 

Mr. Casale complained of loud noises coming from Hercules during the 
late night hours. He s ta ted . tha t they were coming from the barges 
as they opened and closed the hatches. 

We told Mr. Casale that we would talk with, other residents in the area 
as well as the management of Hercules Offshore Drilling Company. We 
left the house and went to our car located on Snapper Cane where we 
were able to observe a t a distance sandblasting operations taking place 
at Hercules Offshore Drill ing Company. What appieared to be sand 
particles could be seen around the barge that was being worked on but 
was seen only around the barge and we could not feel or see any dust 
or sand nor smell any chemicals a t that time. 

f ^ E 000451 



e^ Ui 

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

10-13-89 

Meryl Walters and Earl Health 

Robby L. Blair 

RE: Investigation of Mr. Bob Casale's Complaints regarding the 
exposure to dangerous chemicals, exposure to sand-blasting 
materials, and loud abusive noises at Bridge Harbor per his 
l e t t e r addressed to the City of Freeport dated October 10, 
1989. 

An Investigation of Mr. Casale's complaint was made October.13, 1989 
at 9:00 a.m. The Brazoria County Health Department was asked to assist 
Larry Fansher and niyself with this inspection. Upon arr iv ing at Mr. 
Casale's residence we looked for signs of dead vegetation, leaves, 
trees, weeds, or grass both on the.premises and i long the canal. During 
this time no odors, eye i r r i t a t i n g fumes or dead foliage at Mr» Casale's 
home was smelled or seen. 

We spoke with Mr. Casale concerning his complaints. He stated that Hercules 
Offshore Dr i l l i ng Company was responsable for exposing him and his 
family to hazardous odors as well as sandblasting materials and abusive loud ~ 
noises. Mr. Casale showed us what appeared to be dust part ic les on his furniture 
located in his screened-in patio area and said i t was coming from Hercules 
Offshore D r i l l i n g . 

The Brazoria County Health Inspector a^ked Mr. Casale i f her or any 
of the re'^idents in the area had sought medical attention for chemical 
exposure or chemical related i l lnesses. Mr. Casale said that some 
residents had been to the doctor but was' not sure i f any doctors 
determined chemical smells to be the cause of any i l lnesses. .The 
Bazoria County Health Inspector informed Mr. Casale that i t would 
be helpful i f any resident who f e l t that they were exposed to a 
dangerous chemicals should have documentation from the medical f i e l d 
or doctors' reports to help support any evidence of chemical exposure. 
Mr. Casale said people in the subdivision could not afford to keep . 
going to doctors for treatment, and th is f inancial burden was being 
placed on the residents. 

Mr. Casale complained of loud noises coming from Hercules during the 
late night hours. He stated.that they were coming from the barges 
as they opened and closed the hatches. 

We told Mr. Casale that we would talk with, other residents in the area 
as well as the management of Hercules Offshore Dr i l l i ng Company, ̂ .e^* 
le£LJ;h.OSluse-and.went>io-flur»j:j.r,jQcated^ari^^ 
were-abl e* tO'î observe j d t lid ?idi stance:iisandbldsl^n9 opera t i ons taki ng pi ace 
at Hercules Offshore D r i l l i ng Company. What appeared to be sand 
part icles could be seen around the barge that was being worked on but 
was seen only around the barge and we could not feel or see any dust 
or sand nor smell any chemicals at that tim<?. 

Tag 0004B6 



THE CITY OF 

j ^ SS»*^—5^ 
128 EAST 4TH STREET / FREEPORT. TEXAS 77541 / (409) 233-3526 

October 16, 1989 

In summary to this preliminary report I have spoken 
to Ms. Mary Knotts of the Compliance Section of the 
Texas Air Control Board on the 16th of October 1989, 
to request that I accompany her on investagation of 
Mr. Casale*s complaint. She is scheduled to arr ive 
in Freeport Tuesday October 17, 1989. 

As of this date there are two complaint reports at 
Bridge Harbor; one dated October 10, 1989 and one 
dated October 13, 1989. A complete report w i l l 
follow after above inspection with Air Control 
Inspector. 

Sincerfely 

L. Blair 
Building Off ic ia l 
City of Freeport 

RLB:sd 
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n VIOLATION DVIOLATIOrjFOLLOWUP J?^R 
DISTRIBUTION: 

5 ^ Add INVESTIGfiTICN/VICtAnCN PMM Blue - Region/Locai Wo] 
I 1 C h a n g e (BOLDFACED ITEMS ARE REQUIRED) Canary - Data Ent^/Aej 
r~~I rVal cki- Vink. - Investigator/Data 

Nxxjoitt VasAyer £^ J^ OI l ^ j / Axxxmt tfame: j^ijCU^^-^^ .g^/T^M?/^ 
Date of Investigation (as jynaxfif) J_0_ 'Z4_ £:^ Off Hours (Y or N) y_ 
Investigator Staff code 3^^/H-'^ PerTnit(s): __^ / /^ 

[ Primary Investigator Jurxsoode ^^^^ Other Jurisoode 1 Other Juriscode 2 \/_ _ 
Site Name/Location: '^r.r. 1 ^ ^J<, j 
Person CJontacted/Phcaiei V 
Investigation Nls±>er ̂ ;2 ̂ ^ ^ ̂  ̂  Related Previous Investigation Number 
Federal Program (Y or N) : NSPS_ NESHAP_ Situation NutTiber_ (COMPLIANCE DIV. (MJY) 
'Investigation Type C o S / IrHBDuse Investigation (Y or N)^'"^EPN )_ 

:2k ^vZ.a/_^r^/V-^^_ [/ 
* * * FOR RECORDING REVIEV« OF COMPANY-SUBMITTED REPORTS ONLY * * * 

Date Test Ccaiducted (as MMDDYY) Date Report Received (as MMDDYY) 

Analysis Review Results (C,N,U) Permit(s): Retest Required? 

Investigation Nisber Related Previous Investigation Number 
Federal Program (Y or N T : NSPS_ NESEiAP_ Situation Nuriber (COMPLIANCE DIV. CNLY) 

q 'Investigation Type In-House Investigation (Y or N) _ '^Eai 
^ Ccrtment 

Investigation Nunber Local Ordinance (Y or N) "^^ 
Violation Nia±)er (CHANGES/re[£TES CNLY) Situaticai Number (COMPLIANCE DIV. ONLY) 
Cause/Description (COMPLIANCE DIV. ONLY) 
Rule Violated Contamcode 

Fill in the Following i^:^icaible Items: 
Permit Ncniber Permit Provision 
Board Order Number Court Order Number CFR Part 

*FIN Involved Facility Name (opticaiaiy ___^ 
Violation TVP® _ {C=Clerioal, S=*lcin-Clerical, I=Iiiiiiini»it Danger) 
Date NOV Sart (as VISXm) 
Date NOV Received (as MViaDYY) (DEFAULTS TO 5 DAYS AFTER DftTE NOV SENT) 

Investigation IStcaober Local Ordinance (Y or N) _ 
Violation Nunber (CHRNGES^Et^lES CHLY) Situation Number (C3CMPLIANCE DIV. CNLY) 
Cause/Description (COMPLIANCE DIV. CNLY) 
Rule Violated Contamcode 

Fill in the Following A^iplicable Items: 
Permit Nutiber Permit Provisicai 
Board Order Number Court Order Number CFR Part 

*FIN Involved Facility Name (optionalT ____^ 
Violation Type _ (OClerical, »=*lbnr-Clerical, I=Iiiiiiinait Danger) 
Date NOV Salt (as MflXVY) 
Date NOV Received (as MMDDYY) (DEFAULTS TO 5 DAYS AFTER DATE NOV SE2^) 

•SEE BACK FOR VALID OBES AND INVESTIGATION TYPE CODES MATRIX 
• 'EPN REQUIRED FOR INVESTIGATION TYPES INDICATED ON BACK WITH AN * 
*FIN REQUIRE FOR VOC VIOLaiTICWS AS INDICATED WITH A + IN THE USER'S MANUAL RULE TABLE 

Investigator Signature: X^M\^ Date: /Ohofcf? 

Approved By: A-f^ Date: / / / * ^ / ^ ^ 

Screen ID: IVl , I V I l , VLl Page of Pages 

f(^ 
ACB 93A (12/1/87) 
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Peroon making c a l l llArvi 7\no-ff^ T e l . £,C><^^t^9C.^ 

•KiSAitfrt 7 L o c a t i o n 7^t.Unt*t^y O r g a n i z a t i o n 

Person r e c e i v i n g c a i i ^ 

O r q a n i z a c i o n PaAaiitL-. 3-A^Vt>rY>^CL'\:^ CTK^ L o c a t i o n rf UjjJ-iJ^ 

S u b j e c t \i^lle^ (ti^^Att* '^rxlvtzT>or^r Pne i - - , l^<LAarkv<a, I W « t l * 5 

vwv. V\ t w\. c r̂~ 
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D/.CC to I ^0/9 J ^ ^ 

Time P . ' a f T ^Tŷ  g ' j 

Pe roon making c a l l lifttrvi 7\no-ff^ T e l . i>C>^-i^9C>^ 

•MA/em 7 L o c a t i o n ^e / / a tVi» . Organization _ 
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( ) r q a n i 2 . i t i o n POAAAIIL. 3^Vor-YVN>BL-T^ tTK^ L o c a t i o n n u^\^^^ 

Subject Htt<iLlaL. < l 0 ^ + a ^ t ; "gjTAiwrpor^ Pfcci-* R&.̂ dLâ c!li'v̂ A iWftUs 

y _ > • ' — — — 

dLiX- H-o Ql-u-iJ- VrpyU ^<tw<j. Wla^iu. tf« 4LVv.<>t ^u.t'S^Axu.&-ft» 

^ ^ '̂ T^E 00-0061. 
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U ' l cc fo / :>t̂  / y / 

Person making c a l l RAvy T\no-ff^ T e l . ^ 6 < ^ - V ^ < ^ ^ 

Organ iza t ion ^ A/'tm. / Locat ion 

Person r e c e i v i n g c a l l « C:)-WA^'*- Vv<>^ot5-. T a l . riLH'lS^U— 
rt\t 

Organ iza t ion PaAail<L> !>JA.Vot-YV^CcT^ trvC Loca t ion 

Sub jec t Htt<ILl*_ (iirJra,tirZ "SrAiotzpor^ Pufii-* i^^d.arc!L'vvA Het6J«S ' 
t)^<r&\A.o^^ . Fvwt . ^pe r^ 
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•ROM. 

SUBJECT. 

Texas Air Control Board 
AUSTIN TLXAS 

INTEROFFICE 

Herbert W. Williams, J r . 
Regional Director, Houston 

TO. 

Sabino Gomez,- M.P.H. 
Director, Compliance Div. 

Subject: NOV Status/Response Evaluation i Resolution Notice 

ACCOUNT NAME: X^^T^AXC^ 0 ^ TsXii^ C ACCOUNT NO. XhL.OW'^O 

Fac i l i t y Involved: 6>gcv«»̂ ĝ. ygpart^ 

e^lthi Investigation Date: 

Date of NOV Letter: "llltl'^'r 

Date NOV Received: ^IzolVi 

Response Due: loj^l ^ii'i 

FEC Date: 

Violation(s): \0\.M lM>.OlC€>.^ 

Investigator: VAf)-lc/ PM/t 

(Defaults to 5 days after NOV) 

Response Received: \o\cj'^f 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

BOARD ORDER ONLY 
BOARD ORDER w/ADMIN. PENALTY 
CONTESTED CASE HEARING 
FORMAL ENFORCEMENT ACTION 

/ INFORMAL ENFORCEMENT ACTION 
LEGAL ACTION 
PERMIT REVOCATION 
UNDECIDED 

RESOLUTION DATE: ACTUAL COMPLIANCE DATE 

PROJECTED COMPLIANCE DATE 

INFORMAL RESOLUTION METHOD: 

DELETED, NOV NOT VALID 
INVESTIGATION 
LETTER FROM SOURCE 
MEMORANDUM INDICATING 

RESOLUTION 
RECORD OF TELEPHONE CALL 

FORMAL RESOLUTION: 

BOARD ORDER NO.: 

COURT ORDER NO.: 

COMMENTS: 

(DOCUMENT COPY ATTACHED) 

PERMIT ISSUED 
REGULATION CHANGED 
QUALIFIES FOR STANDARD 

EXEMPTION 
SAMPLING INDICATES RESOLUTION 

ORDER DATE; 

PENALTY AMOUNT: 

SIGNED 

DATE 



OFFSHORE CORPORATION 

Strength through experience, equipment, know-how 
11011 Richmond Ave., Suite 500 Office (713) 789-7983 
Houston. Texas 77042 Fax. (713) 789-4063 

i •i'^ / * ^ 

"r^iVi ^ T . - c o 
October 2, 1989 -̂ ^ ^ ' i / ^ 

Air Quality Control ' •~̂--:..:.. " . 
Region 7 " *••.» _/ 
5555 VJest Loop " -*̂ -«»̂ ' 
Suite 300 
Bellaire, Texas 77401""-

Re: Notice of Violation 
General Rule 101-4 
Account No. BL-0118-V 

Dear Ms. Mary Knotts: 

This letter is in response to the violation th^t we received for our 
Sandblasting project. 

r̂o eliminate any further violations, Hercules Offshore v/ill not do any , 
sandblasting when the wind is out of an Easterly direction. / 

Thank you for your time and cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

Mickey w. Tiner 
General Manager 

^SW/se 

f & E 000174 



-ROM. 

SUBJECT. 

•exas Air Control Board 
Abc>TIN TbXAS 

INTEROFFICE 

Herbert W. Williams, J r . 
Regional Director, Houston 

TO. 

Sabino Gomez,-M.P.H. 
Director, Compliance Div. 

c /̂:: 

Subject: NOV Status/Response Evaluation & Resolution Notice 

ACCOUNT NAME: \A-^ru\e<, 0 ^ siu^VL G, ACCOUNT NO. iS L.O\ViiO 

Fac i l i t y Involved: fe>gcvtfrtt. ygpat*^ 

sj^hi Investigation Date: 

Date of NOV Letter: ^llll^9 

Date NOV Received: ^jzol^ 

Response Due: lol'^i^^ 

FEC Date: 

V io la t ion(s) : lOi.^ /H<.Olc*C> 

Investigator: Viajfj-lc/ pi^ 

(Defaults to 5 days after NOV) 

Response Received: loj^/9f 

RECOMCNDED ACTION: 

BOARD ORDER ONLY 
BOARD ORDER w/ADMIN. PENALTY 
CONTESTED CASE HEARING 
FORMAL ENFORCEMENT ACTION 

/ INFORMAL ENFORCEMENT ACTION 
LEGAL ACTION 
PERMIT REVOCATION 
UNDECIDED 

RESOLUTION DATE: ACTUAL COMPLIANCE DATE 

PROJECTED COMPLIANCE DATE 

INFORMAL RESOLUTION METHOD: 

DELETED, NOV NOT VALID 
INVESTIGATION 
LETTER FROM SOURCE 
MEMORANDUM INDICATING 

RESOLUTION 
RECORD OF TELEPHONE CALL 

FORMAL RESOLUTION: 

BOARD ORDER NO.: 

COURT ORDER NO.: 

COMMENTS: 

(DOCUMENT COPY ATTACHED) 

PERMIT ISSUED 
REGULATION CHANGED 
QUALIFIES FOR STANDARD 

EXEMPTION 
SAMPLING INDICATES RESOLUTION 

ORDER DATE: 

PENALTY AMOUNT: 

V, 
SIGNED 

DATE 004)183 



OFFSHORE CORPORATION 

Strength ttirough experience, equipment, know-how 
11011 Richmond Ave., Suite 500 Office (713) 789-7983 
Houston, Texas 77042 Fax (713) 789-4063 

October 2, 1989 
i.;"- /^ *^ 

•^Air 

Air Quality Control 
Region 7 
5555 West Loop 
Suite 300 
Bellaire, Texas 77401 

Ee: Notice of Violation 
General Rule 101-4 
Account No. BL-0118-V 

Dear Ms. jyfery Knotts: 

'Oflftf 

r-
This letter is in response to the violation that v^ received for our 
Sandblasting project. 

To eliminate any further violations, Hercules Offshore v/ill riOt do any 
sandblasting v*ien the wind is out of an Easterly direction. 

Thank you for yoiir time and cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

Mickey W. Tiner 
General Manager 

M^/se 

0OO1P4 



•—>T ^^~' 

r̂̂ Jr-^_^ '̂ Adb Hir iiumroi Doar/| 
,r--o% AuyriN TLXAS 

INTEROFFICE 

Herbert W. Williams, J r . Sabino Gomez,-M.P.H. 
Regional Director, Houston ^^ Director, Compliance Div 

c 

•ROM. TO. 

SUBJECT. Subject: NOV Status/Response Evaluation h Resolution Notice 

ACCOUNT NAME: l 4 - ^ ^ „ \ e < . O^ siurvi d. ACCOUNT NO. \il.O\\^0 

Fac i l i t y Involved: (S>CL>*C^ vaoalt^ 

B^hl^ Investigation Date: 

Date of NOV Letter: ^ l l i l " ^ 

Date NOV Received: ^ I z o t v ^ 

Response Due: lolz.!^^ 

FEC Date: 

Violation(s): iOl.</ I^^OUtC^ 

Investigator: V^fj-jc / py^ 

(Defaults to 5 days after NOV) 

Response Received: Ipjc/^9 

RECOMMENDED ACTIOM: 

BOARD ORDER ONLY 
BOARD ORDER w/ADMIN. PENALH 
CONTESTED CASE HEARING 
FORMAL ENFORCEMENT ACTION 

/ , INFORMAL ENFORCEMENT ACTION 
LEGAL ACTION 
PERMIT REVOCATION 
UNDECIDED 

RESOLUTIOH DATE: ACTUAL COMPLIANCE DATE 

PROJECTED COMPLIANCE DATE 

INFORMAL RESOLUTIOH METHOD: 

DELETED, NOV NOT VALID 
INVESTIGATION 

T LETTER FROM SOURCE 
MEMORANDUM INDICATING 
RESOLUTION 

RECORD OF TELEPHONE CALL 

FORMAL RESOLUTIOH: 

BOARD ORDER NO.: 

COURT ORDER NO.: 

COMMENTS: 

(DOCUMENT COPY ATTACHED) 

PERMIT ISSUED 
REGULATION CHANGED 
QUALIFIES FOR STANDARD 

EXEMPTION 
SAMPLING INDICATES RESOLUTION 

ORDER DATE: 

PENALn AMOUNT: 

SIGNED 

000458 



HEilOISLES 
OFFSHORE CORPORATION 

Strength through experience, equipment, know-how 
11011 Richmond Ave., Suite 500 Ottlce (713) 789-7983 
Houston, Texas 77042 Fax. (713) 789-4063 

October 2, 1989 -^^^l/i^ 

Air Quality Control ^ '"•̂ -̂-.:.. ^''^ 
Region 7 * . ' -•» / 
5555 Vfest Loop ', '••-4^_/' 
Suite 300 ^**' 
Bellaire, Texas 77401 •--
Re: Notice of Violation 

General Rule 101-4 
Account No. B3>0118-V 

Dear Ms. Mary Knotts: 

This letter is in response to the violation that we received for our 
Sandblasting project. 

To eliminate any further violations, Hercules Offshore v/ill not do any , 
sandblasting when the wind is out of an Easterly direction. / 

Tliank you for your tine and cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

Mickey W. Tiner 
General Manager 

^W^/se 

T& 1000459 
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